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PREFACE 


HE Reader will be pleaſed” to ebſervt, 
that the following Propoſal was firſt- pu- 
bt 


ed on the 1 5th of February 1749-50 4 
leaſt Six Weeks before it was offer 'd to be put 
in Execution: And, that the Honeſty and 
Candour of our Intentions might, as we thought, 
ſufficiently be made to appear, the Reaſon here- 
of was either hinted, or given in expreſs Terms, 
no leſs than Eight ſeveral Times in the pamph- 
let itſelf. As vid. P. 13, 41, 575 58, 59. 
61, 71, 73. of the firſt Edition. 

A Project fo new and extraordinary, it might 
eaſily be imagined, would excite ſome Curioſity 
and Speculation ; and for this Reaſon it was, that 
before any Step was taken to-put the fame in 
Execution, the Proprietors thought it but rea- 
ſonable to ſubmit it to the public Examination 
and Judgment. They promiſed to receive all 
Objections with Candour, that ſhould be fo 
offer'd They promiſed, that if the ſame 
could be ſhewn poſſibly productive of any evil 
Conſequences whatever, they would deſiſt from 
the Undertaking, and lay the whole aſide - 
They promiſed that no ſiniſter, clandeſtine, un- 
lawful, or diſhonourable Purpoſes or Practices 
ſhould receive Aid, Alſiſtance, or Countenance, 
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directly or indirectly, from them, or any con- 
cerned under them They have, by the Cau- 
tions and Preventions laid down, uſed their ut- 
moſt Endeavours to hinder and obſtruct as much 
as poſſible, the leaſt Degree of Rudeneſs and 
Indecency ; Have ſolemoly and ſeriouſly foli- 
cited the Public for any farther Aſſiſtance and 
Information herein that might be thought ne- 
ceſſary; and have more than once proteſted of 
the Sobriety, Honeſty, and Integrity of their 
Intentions. 

What more could they do? And what was 
the Reſult ?-- Why many Letters of Approbati- 
on were rec:ived from Perſons unknown : The 
whole Propoſal and Project thoroughly approved 
by the ſobereit and moſt judicious of their own 
private Acquaintance of botn Sexes ; and, before 
the Offices were open d, not the leaſt Objection 
heard of, 

But all this, it ſeems, was not ſufficient : For 
from a Quarter whence we ſhould have leaſt 
tuſpeRed ſuch Kind of Treatment, the Author, 
who is by no means aſhamed either of the Pro- 
ject or Pamphlet, would have made no ſcruple 
of frankly acknowledging both, to any ſober 
and candid Perſon who had aſked him, and will 
as yet, in due time, make a public Recognition 
of his being ſo, was, as if he had been guilty 
of ſome moſt heinous Offence, ſubtilly, artfully, 
and cunningly fiſh'd out ; his Name ungene- 
rouſly, not to ſay treacherouſly and perfidiouſſy 
diſcover'd and proclaim'd ; his Perſon rudely, 
contymeliouſly, and ignominiouſly vilified and 
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menac'd; our Intentions maligned, abuſed, 
and calumniated ; and our Propoſal perverted 
and cenſured, as ſcandalouſly promoting Lewd- 
neſs, Incontinence, and  Debauchery : And all 
this in ſo virulent and vutragious a Manner, 
that, were we not in its due Time to take ſome 
Notice hereof, our Silence might be interpreted 
our Conviction, But, as it is no Part of our 
preſent Purpoſe to enter into any of theſe Parti- 
culars, the Reader is referred for his farther 
Satisfaction herein, to The Minutes and Mat- 
ters relating to the Offices, &c. which (unleſs 
any material Objection ſhall occur) will be 
publiſhed at large about day next. 
The Reception this Propoſal has in general 
met with, beſides the Teſtimonies we ſhall pu- 
bliſh, the Succeſs attending it ſufficiently de- 
monſtrates to any one who will be at the 
Trouble of examining our Liſts; and which, 
conſidering its Novelty, and the thin Seaſon of 
the Year wherein it was firſt ſet on foot, has 
exceeded our moſt ſanguine ExpeRations ; and 
there are ſome already, we flatter ourſelves, who 
have fo well found their Account herein, as not 
to have repented making the Experiment. But 
be this as it will, from hence we aſſume neither 
Praiſe nor Merit ; for be it always remembered, 
that we hold ourſelves accountable for nothing 
farther than the Honour, Decency, Secreſy and 
Decorum of all thoſe previous Matters wherein 
we ſhall be concerned, and with which, ac- 
cording to the Condition; we have undertaken, - 
the Parties ſhall think fit to entruſt s. 
Ever ſince the Publication we have had our 
Ears always open, and have kept a diligent and 4 
watchful Look-out for the bare Appearance - «3 
> A 
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any reaſonable Objection that might be offered 
to this our Plan, and, excepting one, which we 
apprehend of no great Conſequence, but yet is 
ſubmitted to the Reader's Judgment in that Part, 
of the Pamphlet ſet aſide for the Conſideration, 
of ſuch Matters, nothing of this Kind has as yet 
occurred; but of an unreaſonable Degree of Ran- 
cour, Abuſe and Calumny, as hinted above, 
we have had our Share: And, becauſe we 
would omit nothing even of this Kind wherein 
we could give the Reader or the Public any Sa- 
tisfaction, be it known, that the Liſt of our Ca- 
lumniators, odd and heterogeneous agthe Mixture 
may appear, was compoſed of the — 
judicious Perſonages, that is to lay, two. : 
one Doctor of Divinity; one Petit Maitré; a 
Bevie of Clearſtarchers; two Courtezans, and 
an unbang d Iriſh Gambler, who, having either 
Jointly or ſeparately carefully and maturely pe- 
' Tuſed and ponder'd our Project, have ſagaciouſſy 
fAiſcovered, that our Propoſal, which we have 
intitled Serious, is no ſuch, thing: That the Word 
Marriage is Michin Malicho, = means Lewd- 
neſs and Debauchery; and that all the Cautions 
and Preventions laid down for the Preſervation 
of Honour, Decency and Sobriety, is but a Face 
to cover a wicked, ſcandalous and abominable 
Purpoſe and Intention. By what new kind of 
Cabala this Diſcovery was made is as yet a Se- 
cret from us; but as ſoon as we are inform'd 
the Reader ſhall be {ure to be made acqudinted, 
Add to theſe a ſecond-ſighted Scotch: Viſionary, 
the Mouth of a little Ale-houſe Socjety, who 
meet once a- Week to diſcuſs high and weighty 
Matters, and from whom we received a Letter, 
(which 1 in its due Seaſon ſhall make its Appear- 


ance) 
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ance) inviting us into an Alliance, for the bettet 
and more effectually carrying on and promoting 
our Undertaking, on a much more ingeniouſly 
concerted, Plan, if we would have taken the 
Words of theſe karned Proedfors, and you 
have a full and true Account of every Oppoſi- 
tion we have as yet encounter d. 

At firſt, indeed, we did not imagine this our Plan 
and Propoſal to have been of ſo formidable a Na- 
ture, nor the Diſcovery of the Author of ſo much 
Importance as it ſeems it was, till we were better 
inform'd by a Set of choice and immaculate Spirits, 
the Punity of whoſe Manners was ſo much 
ſcandalized by the Neighbourhood of our Office, 
as, one and all, to determine on, quitting their 
Houſes rather than ſuffer themſelves to have 
been contaminated by the Proximity (a) and 
therefore a learned and judicious Friend of the 
Author's, no leſs eminent and conſpicuous for 


(a) Note—Till the Houſe wherein the Lady's Regiſter 
Office is now kept could be got ready, the Proprietors, 
that they might keep their Engagement to the Public, hired 
an Apartment for one Month certain, in the Houſe of Mr. 
Bell, an Ingraver in Monmouth Court : But, on the firſt 
Day of opening the ſame, came a certain learned and reve- 
rend Door of Divinity, the Landlord, it ſeems, of the whole 
Court, and with a high Hand forbade the Board of Deſig- 
nation to be fixed up; threaten'd Mr. Bell to ſeize for Rent, 
if he fulfilled his Engagements with the Proprietors, de- 

claring in the open Court, in the hearing of all the Neigh- 
bourhood, O Lepidum Caput That he had read the Pamphlet 
and that our Intentions, as it a d therefrom, was to ſet 
on Foot a led and ſcandalous Bawdy-houſe Bold Man, to 
riſque his Reputation on ſo perilous an Alternative as whe- 
ther the Proprietors are Knaves, or he à Fool! 

2 o dhe Times haue been ® 

That when the Brains were out, the Man wauld dit, 

Aud there an End— | 2 

But more of this in the Minutes and Matters, &c. 
8 a 2 his 
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his Candour and Impartiality than Sagacity and 
Ingenuity, in the Trial of Evidence- -- 
That is not Paſſion's Slave 
Whoſe Blood and Judgment are ſo well com- 
mingled, | | 
That be is not a Pipe for Fortune's Finger 
To ſound what Stop ſhe pleaſe 
ot in the leaſt influenced by either Con- 
nection or Favour, but cut of pure Zeal for the 


public Good and the Cauſe of Decency, Reli- 
gion and Virtue, has fo far condeſcended to in- 


py tereſt himſelf in our Concerns, as to promiſe, in 
verbo ſacerdotis, to lay this our Propoſal be- 


fore the Legiſlature: And, truly, if he will but 
keep his Word, we aſk no greater Favour or 
Indulgence ; for, as to any Apprehenfions of 
what may from thence ariſe to ourſelves, the 
Uprightneſs and conſcious Innocence of our In- 
tentions will ſufficiently compenſate ; and as to 
any Conſequences that may poſſibly affect the 
Scheme, we neither hope nor deſire its Sub- 
ſiſtence, or Continuance, one Moment longer 
than it be found canformable to Decency and 
good Manners: For we do again folemnly 


proteſt, that if the ſame be proved in the leaſt 


ree inconſiſtent with the ſtricteſt Rules of 
Honour, moral Honeſty, or Chriſtian Simpli- 
city, we will be both ready and willing to ac- 
knowledge our Error, in as public a Manner as 
we have made our Addreſs. 
Before we had any Experience to allegde, It 
might have been thought, perhaps, that our Pro- 
ject was of too air-built-a Nature to expect 
from it any Succeſs or Encouragement : But the 
Numbers already regiſtered in cach of _—_ 


Hat 
fices, ſufficicntly ſpeak for our Introduction, and 
bear us ample Teſtimony that there are ſome 
at leaſt of both Sexes, within the Predicament 
and Circumſtances therein deſcribed, who nei- 
ther diſdain the Aſſiſtances we have propoſed, 
nor conſider the Trial and Experiment as fruit- 
leſs and ineffectual ; and the Neceſſity we find 
for this ſecond Edition is to us a convincing E- 
vidence that the Firſt, which was no inconſider- 
able Impreſſion, has had its due Examination--- 
But ſo far is the Caſe at preſent altered, that 
whereas our firſt Edition was no more than a 
bare Propoſal of what was only intended to be, 
this ſecond, tho” it ſtill retains the ſame Title, 
is accommodated to the Circumſtances of what 
actually zs, and, as the Lawyers ſay, has been, 
ever fince the 27th of March laſt, put in Ure : 
Yet, notwithſtanding any Succeſs or Encourage- 
ment we can pretend to boaſt, were the ſame 
infinitely greater than it.is, we are ſtill determi- 
ned- to keep our Promiſe, and pay all due Ob- 
ſervance and Regard to any real or material 
Objection that ſhall be offered. 

The Story we have inſerted has ſo much of 
real Truth and Foundation as not to be con- 
ſidered as a mere Invention: For tho' ſome 
Particulars we acknowledge are heighten'd for 
the Reader's Amuſement, yet have we therein 
taken no more than that kind of innocent Li- 
berty to which every Writer may make a fair, 
at leaſt an excuſable Pretence; for had we not 
in ſome little Degree obſcured the Relation, the 
Circumſtances might have been more palpable 
and determinate than was conſiſtent with our 
Honour, or the Satisfaction of the Parties con- 
cerned, | | 
, The 
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The Alterations and Additions we have made 
to the ſeveral Articles and Annotations, ſuffici- 
ently explain themſelves; and if the Number 
appear but inconfiderable, the Reader is requeſted 
to the ſame rather to the Account of the 
Barreneſs and Poverty of our Invention, or 
Want of farther and better Information, than 
to any Fondneſs, Partiality, or incorrigible No- 

tion conceived by us of the Compleatneſs of out 
Plan: For tho' many Objections may yet oc- 
cur, and many Improvements offer ; tho' many 
Letters and Teſtimonies of Approbation have 
been received on one Side, and ſome Degree of 
Inſult and Scurrility on the other; ſtill can we 
folemnly affirm, that nothing material has been 
on either Hand ſuggeſted to diſcourage our 
Undertaking, or improve its Deſign. 

Every Circumſtance relating to this our Pro- 
poſal, we can now inform the Public, has had 
its due Experience The Offices ſettled Re- 
giſtrars appointed Entries regiſtered The 
Liſts inſpected Letters and Correſpondencies 
forwarded Interviews had---and the End of 
all ſeriouſly, lawfully, and honourably anſwered 
And as on our Part we have not as yet had 
the leaſt Reaſon to complain of any Rudeneſs 
or Indecency, ſo much as ſuſpected from any 
Perſon whatever ; fo the Parties, we hope, have 
on the other Side no Cauſe of Complaint againſt 
us of Failure in any Part of our Engagements. 

The only perſonal Rudeneſs or Immodeſty 
that can poſſibly be attempted by the moſt pro- 
fligate and abandoned muſt be upon Interview; 
and for the obviating any thing of this Sort, we 
imagine, the Cautions and Preventions we have 
laid down will be thoroughly effectual; for if 
che local Circumſtances we have appointed and 

| | a 
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promiſed. to obſerve, the Character and Repu- 
tation we have required, and the Security we 
have taken of our Guards, and alſo of the Keep- 
ers and Poſſeſſors of ſuch Houſes of Interview, 
(for which again you are referred to the Minutes 
and Matters, &c.) be not thought ſufficient for 
this Purpoſe, ' we proteſt we know of no Place 
where a Lady's Honour may not with equal 
Reaſon and Preſumption be in Danger of Vio- 
lation, 

We had indeed ſome Thoughts of enlarging 
755 on bur Anſwers to the Objections al- 

ready le. down, but on more mature Reflec- 
tion ave 10 ot the following Reaſons, determined 
to fave. our elves and the Reader this unneceſſary 
Trouble and Expence. | 

Firſt, Becauſe bs the confi derable Addition here- 
to, would | en phlet beyond its pro- 
f and due - hi 2 

4 eft accuratius refellere. _ 

"" Secondly, Becauſe any thing of this Kind is 
rather Matter of Defence than Information, and. 
as ſuch reſerved for any more ſolemn Occaſion. 
that might offer.———That. ue might have ſome 
what to anſwer” them, which glory in Appear- 
ance, and nat in Heart. 2 Cor. Ch. v. Ver. 12. 

Thirdly, Becauſe enough is already ſaid to 
ſuggeſt ſufficient Satisfaction herein to any li- 
beral, ingenious, candid, and judicious Reader. 

Tor Arvear owPewiglur Th, * gone haben, pert deen 
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Fourthly, Becauſe if the Reader be none of 
theſe, were we to make the Addition of a Vo- 


lume, we are well aware, of how little Avail 
"the 


i: & Wo 
the fame would be with either Malice, Igno- 
rance, Prejudice or Revenge. 
* & Auxo; Ty ręi xa n mW pony ara. 

And therefore have we only ſubjoined a few 
Obſervations, by way of . to one Ob- 
jection more, if that may be ſo called which has 
neither Modeſty, Truth, nor Simplicity for its 
Object, Morals or Religion for its Warrant or 

Support, nor Honeſty and Sincerity for its Pre- 
text, but claims its whole Being and Subfiſtence 
from Hypocriſy, Affectation and Impoſture. 

Thus far, then, by way of Preface, have 
we thought ourſelves accountable to the Public 
for ſome Notion of the Succeſs and tion 
this our Scheme has already met with, before 
we deſcend to any farther Particulars ; But be- 
cauſe the Author's Friend before-mentioned has 
conceived fo highly of this Propoſal as to think 
it deſerving the Notice of the Government, and 
has ſo far engaged his Word for his Performance, 
as not to be able, according to our valgar No- 
tions, to recede with Honour, the Reader may 
poſſibly be induced, in a more than ordinary 

anner, to awaken his Attention hereto, when 
he finds it a Matter of ſuch Importance. 

As to any Conſequences attending the Author, 
the Innocency, Harmleſsnefs, and Candour of 
his Declarations and Intentions, he holds as his 
ſufficient Security: But to the Articles of Folly, 
Virulence, Abuſe, Rancour, Calumny, Scorn and 
Contempt, he returns * Charity, Pity, and 
Forgivenneſs. 
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Promoting and Encouraging | 1 
and Honourable MaRRIAG ER. 


H ER E are, we make no doubt, 
many Single Ladies, in and about 
this great City of Lenden, who, 
thro' too confined an Education, 
and ſevere Reſtraint, have not 
been ſo properly introduced into the World as 
they cught; and have, by that means, loſt 
many Advantages, in reſpect of Marriage, 
which others, no-ways more deſerving, have, 
from a quite contrary Treatment, acquired: 

Or otherwiſe, from a natural Diffidence, Ti- 
midity, or Reſervedneſs of Temper, have, ſince 
they have been their own Miſtreſſes, led ſo re- 
tired, and recluſe a manner of Life, as to have 
omitted, or denied themſelves, thoſe Oppor- 
tunities of. affociating, and converting with 
B Gentle- 
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Gentlemen, either in private Families, or pub- 
lic Aſſemblies, which are frequently taken, and 
that very innocently too, by others of a more 
free, and unconſtrained Behaviour and Diſpoſi- 
tion. There are others again, who, thro' 
either Choice or Neceſſity, have cultivated fo 
lender, or ill · ſuited an Acquaintance amongſt 
Single Men, as not to be able, on a fair Exa- 
mination of their own Hearts, ſeriouſly to ap- 
prove of any one in their whole Circle, that 
might be inclined to make Overtures of Mar- 
riage. | 

It is for theſe then, and ſuch as theſe, who 
are, or have been, liable to any of the foremen- 
tioned Diſadvantages, but who ſtill have no 
Objection to the married State, could they meet 
with a Perſon to their Liking, or are defirous 
to meet with any ſuch, that the following Pro- 
poſal is calculated: And that there are many, 
very deſerving Women in this Town, in ſome- 
thing like the Circumſtances before-deſcribed, 
we think no one can queſtion, who, in the 
common Phraſe, may be ſaid to have any 
Acquaintance with, or to know much of the 
World. 

If this then be, in any degree, the Caſe, we 
perſuade ourſelves, that, from the grave and 
ſober Part of Man or Womankind, no Ob- 
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the Affiſtance of a Confident, 9e:2hout Offence 
to the moſt conſummate Modeſty, oithout Of- 
fence to the Laws of God or Man, without in- 
curring the leaſt Cenſure from others, nay, 
without the leaſt Cauſe for cenſuring herſelf; 
without making herſelf known even to the very 
Perſon with whom ſhe ſhall converſe, unleſs by 
her own Choice; without being confined on 
any Pcetence whatever one Moment longer 
than ſhe likes; hold Converſation, and be in 
Company, with a Gentleman for two Hours, 
on the Terms of ſerious, and honourable Inter- 
view, in order to ſatisfy her Judgment, Whether 
ſuch Perſon, with whom ſhe ſhall. fo converſe, 
be worth her farther Notice; and be of ſuch 
Fortune, Diſpoſition, or Perſon, as ſhe ſhould 
chuſe to make her an Huſband, 

We are very ſenſible, that the bare Mention 
of a Propoſal of this kind i is, from its Subject- 
matter, too liable to be treated with Ridi- 
cule by thoſe of both Sexes, whoſe Market, as 
we oſually fay, is already made; and with 
Sneer and Indecency by the 1 intriguing and rake- 
iſh Part of the World; and perhaps alſo with 
Diſapprobation, and affected Contempt, for 
Company-ſake, or the better to obviate any 
Suſpicion of being any-ways concerned, by 
thoſe very Perſons, who in their Hearts may 
be Well - wiſhers thereto; and, when they have 
duly conſidered of the Whole, will not think 
Scorn to make Experiment of their Succeſs this 
way; when they are convinced, as we think 

bY they 
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they muſt be, by the following Scheme, that 
the Whole is contrived, as effectually as poſlible, 
for the Preſervation of their Honur, Modeſty, 
ard Reputation. 

The Notion of a young Lady s ſo much as 
being willing to be married, and much more 
the making uſe of any Efforts towards it, we 
know, is a very popular Subject for Joke and 
Ridicule; for the Suppoſition is, that every 
Lady has it in her Power to command her Man 
whom, and when ſhe pleaſes: And therefore, 
tho' an Offer be made ever ſo much to her 
Liking, ſhe'is ſtill to be a great Adnurer of a 
Single Life; not to hear ſuch a Propoſal with- 
out Bluſhiog ; ; hardly perſuaded even to admit 
of the Addreſs, and to be prevailed upon with 
the utmoſt Difficulty to conſent and fix the 
Day, after a long Attendance, and the greateſt 
Solicitation: And why all this? but to! con- 
form herſelf to thoſe rigid, and abſurd Rules of 
Mock- modeſty, and Sbam-reſerve; the Laws 
of which, wee introduced by Romance, and 
Gallantry, and are ſtill cheriſhed and fomented 
by Hypocriſy, and Impoſture. On the other 
hand, we would be far from recommending a 
bold or confident Behaviour; or, by this Propo- 
ſal, giving the leaſt Encouragement thereto: But 
this we ically think, a Lady may, witbout any 
Imprachment of her Modeſty, on an honour- 
able Footing, converſe with a Gentleman, on 
the Subject of Marriage, for an Hour or two, 
in a reputable Houſe, where ſhe is ſure hec 
Honour 
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Honour is ſafe; and not, from the moſt ſevere 
of her own Sex, incur the Imputation of either 
Levity, .or Imprudence. 

The moſt decent, and modeſt, as well as mot 
eminent, and excellent, of our own Dramatic 
Writers, and who knew no leſs what the ge- 
nuine, and proper, than the natural, and real 
Character of a good and virtuous Woman ought 
to be, ſeems, according to the beſt of our Re- 
membrance, in all his Exemplars of the Ami- 
able or Lovely, to have avoided, as much as 
poſſible, any thing of the Artful, Cunning, 


or Capricious, in the Carriage and Deportment 


of his Ladies that are worth a Straw : But, on 
the contrary, where his Portia's, Mirands's, 

Imogen's, and many others that might be added, | 
once ſoberly and judiciouſly approve the Ad- 
dreſs made to them, without the leaſt Doubl- 
ing or Artifice, immediately declare the open 
and honeſt Sentiments of their Hearts, and 
make no Scruple of coming directly to the 
Point: And we think no one can, with any 
degree of Juſtice, charge either of theſe Cha- 
racters with any thing like an immodeſt or un- 


becoming Forwardneſs. 


- If then the fore- mentioned Obſervations be 
true; the Deſign of the following Propoſal is 
no more than, Firſt, To remove certain Re- 
ſtraints and Difficulties, either from the Rigid- 


neſs of Cuſtom, or Timidity of Temper, the 


Ladies may be ſuppoſed to lie under, with re- 


ſpect to their Treaties with Men on the Subject 


B 3 of 


of Marriage, Secondly, To give them as many 
Opportunities as they ſhall think 


1412 


oper, 


in 


order to pleaſe themſelves in the Choice of an 
Huſband. © And, Thirdly, to offer them all the 
Security they can poſſibly deſire, that ſuch In- 
terview and Treaty ſhall not be more public, or 
than they themſelves ſhall be 
willing to make it---And thus much is thought 
ſufficient to be obſerved by way of Introduction, 


more known, 


before we ſubmit this Propoſal to tbe Ladies for 


their candid Examination. 

We now beg Leave to offer a few Words 
by way of Recommendation to thoſe Gentle- 
men, who, from their Manner of Life, Diſ- 
poſitions of Mind, or Turn of Temper, may, 
on their Part, be ſuppoſed to lie under certain 
Difficulties or Diſcouragements, in regard to 


their Intercourſe and Acq 


vaintance with, or 


Addreſs to the Ladies; which the following 


Propoſal is calculated to obviate. 


Thoſe who are ranked under this Denomina- 
tion may be reckoned, Firſt, Such as are born to 
independent Fortunes of Inheritance. Secondly, 
Thoſe who have been bred to one or other of 


the Profeſſions. 


And, Laſtly, 


Such of te 


mercantile Part of Mankind, as are either actu- 
ally carrying on Buſineſs, or by Succeſs therein, 
or ſome other lucky Turn of Fortune, have 
acquired ſufficient to ſet themſelves down, in 


their Lives. 


this reſpect, contented for the Remainder of 


It 


[7] 

It will not, we believe, be denied us, but 
that the chief and principal End of all the 
Purſuits of the ſober and decent Part of Man- 
kind, with reſpect to lucrative and worldly Ac- 
quirements, generally terminates in thoſe Conſi- 
derations we form to ourſelves, , ariſing from 
the Proſpects of a conjugal and matrimonial 
Happineſs: And, if this be the Caſe, there are, 
we may very reaſonably ſuppoſe, amongſt the 
ſeveral Ranks and Conditions of Men before- 
mentioned, many, who, tho' they have had 
frequent Opportunities, and could come well- 
recommended, have either thro' Diffidence, 
natural Baſhfulneſs, or Fear of Repulſe, de- 
clined offering themſelves where they would 
have been glad of Succeſs, and ſuffered the 
Object of their Affections to be taken away 
from them by one, whoſe only ſuperior Merit 
perhaps was, that he ventured to make the 


Propoſal. 

There are others again, eſpecially among the 
buſy and active Part of the World, who, thro' 
too induſtrious an Attachment to the Means, 
have, in a manner, neglected the End; and 
from leading a Life ſo enveloped in Buſineſs, 
and the Affair of making a Fortune, have cul- 
tivated little or no Acquaintance amongſt Wo- 
men; inſomuch that when the Time has come, 
that they ſeriouſly begin to think of marrying, 
they find themſelves at a Loſs to know where 
and to whom to apply, or, in the common 
Form of Speech, how to ſet about it. 
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[8] 
Every Perſon, we ſhould imagine, eſpeciaily - 
in a matter of this delicate Nature, would like 
to be his own Chuſer: And tho' indeed Mar- 


riages are ſometimes brought about by the In- 


terpoſition and Recommendation of Friends and 
Acquaintance; yet has this, we believe, hap- 


pened much oftener thro' a Neceſlity ariſing 


from ſome of the fore-mentioned Diſadvantages, 
than a free Choice: For there are few but 
have ſo much Delicacy in their Compoſition, 
not to look upon it as a kind of Reflection on 
their Abilities, to be forced to apply even to 
their moſt intimate Acquaintance, to be help'd 
out in an Affair of this kind; and had much 
rather, from themſelves alone, if it could be ſo 
managed, either applaud the Prudence of their 
own Election, if happy; or, if the contrary, ex- 
cuſe to themſelves their own Inadvertency ; 
than, on the one Side, be conſcious of an ever- 
laſting Obligation ; or, on the other, even doubt 
one's ſelf to be either the Dupe or Fool of an- 
other's wrong Judgment, Partiality, or Impo- 
ſition. = 3-5 04] Fam, e 
And wie dare ſay, there is no Perſon that has 
lain under this Neceſſity, but, if he would own 
it, muſt confeſs, that he felt many uneaſy Strug- 
glingsin his Mind, before he could bring himſelf 
ſeriouſly to break this Matter to his moſt intimate 
Fiiend, beſides the aukward Circumlocutions, 
and ſtrained Apologies, he is forced to uſe for 


his Honour's fake, how he comes to be ata Loſs 


to help himſelf out on ſo critical an Occaſion. - 
EIA A What 


(9 * 

Wbat is called the mere Gentleman; fuch 
a one we mean as is born to an Eſtate of 
Inheritance, certainly lies under fewer Difficul- 
ties of this kind, than any other; as having little 
elſe to do than to purſue what Courſe of Life 
he pleaſes: Yet here it ſometimes happens, 
that an unſurmountable Baſhfulneſs, Reſerved- 
neſs of Temper, or too ſedentary a Way of 
Life, obſtructs theſe very Advantages, and ren- 
ders him a Sacrifice to his own Kitchen: ſtuff. 
The Inamorato of ſome clumſy Theſtylis of 
his Tenarts, or the eaſier Cully of — cun- 
ning Caſt- off Chee, recommended to him by 
a dear Friend (who knows the World) for 
the beſt- natured Girl upon Earth, and who 
will take ſpecial Care to lay herſelf in his way, 
and relieve his Terrors or Supineneſs, by make- 
ing the fiſt Overtures of Addreſs. But if to 
our forementioned Gentleman be added, a 
Freedom and Liberality of Diſpoſition, a real 
Knowlege of the World, with a degree of 
Politencſs and Decorum requiſite to form what 
is called the Agreeable, | 


The World is all before him where to chuſe. 


Yet again, even here, with all theſe advantage- 

ous Acquirements, things may be fo untowardly 

circumſtanced, that 

Either 

He never bath found cut fit; Mate, but ſuch 

As ſome Misfortune brought him, or - Miſtake ; 

Or, whom be wiſhes moſt, ſhall ſeldom gain, 
Throygh 


\ 
— 


10 ] 
Through ber Perverſeneſs ; but ſhall ſee "RP gain'd 
By @ far <orſe : or, if ſhe love, — 
By Parents; or bis happieſt Choice too late 
Hath met, already linꝭ d, and wedlocł- bound 


| Toa fell Adverſary, bis Hate, or Shame : 


Which infinite Calamity ſhall cauſe + 
To human Life — 
Milt. Par. Loſt, L. X. v. 898. 


And thus may a Gentleman, with all ima- 
ginable Advantages of Birth, Fortune and Edu- 
cation, from Diſappointments ſuch as theſe, 
ſpend the juvenile Part of his Life in the ho- 
mourable, though fruitleſs Purſuit of Happi- 


neſs ia a married State; may, from a tempo- 


rary Diſguſt, retire from the World to take a 
Breathing-time ; and when, again reconciled 
by a few Years Sequeſtration, think it expe- 
dient to try once more, whether it may not be 
poſſible to meet with a Woman better adapted 
to his preſent way of Thinking. Beſides, in 
any Circumſtances, we do not think it at all 
improbable, that one who may have expe- 
rienced certain Diſappointments from Choice, 
may be reaſonably inclined to try again what 
Recompence he may receive from ſomething, 
that looks more like Chance, or good Fortune. 
To ſuch, whoſe Affections are engaged, and 
the Objet of whoſe Choice is already fix'd, 
and determined; or where a Degree of Ac- 
quaintance, Intimacy, and reciprocal Liking, 
has A ſo far, as to remove thoſe diſtant 
Reſerves 


! 
Reſerves that generally aceompany the firſt 
Advances in Courtſhip; our Propoſal, we own, 
can be of little Avail, as may be eaſily gather- 
ed from what has gone before; nor indeed 
is it any Part of our prefent Intention, to 
ſhew off the ſpecial Advantages that may ariſe 
to any one, farther than will appear upon 
the Face of the Propoſal itſelf; which, if there 
are any ſuch, the Situation and Circumſtances 
of each particular Perſon will much better 
ſuggeſt to himſelf, than any thing we can pre- 
tend to offer: But thus far we may obſerve, 
That the Affair of Gallantry, and French Tendre, 
has got ſuch Footing amongſt us, even in our 
moſt ſober Concerns, that we would refer our- 
ſelves to any grave and modeſt Gentleman or 
Lady, who have come together with mere 
dential Views, on the Terms of modern 
Courtſhip, whether the firſt Addrefles, on either 
Side, were not 'very aukward, and uneaſy, and 
they were not often mote inclined to conſider - 
themſelves as acting a Part, than aiding a ſeri- 
-ous Buſineſs : For the Misfortune is, be the 
Lady ever ſo diſcreet and ſober a Woman, and 
ever ſo well diſpoſed, this Piece of Mummery 
ſhe muſt not diſpenſe with for her Honour's 
fake. The World---The World---The French 
World will call her Tramontane, . 

The Cauſe is not ſurely in Nature, nor 
zommon Senſe, that a Tranſa@ion fo ſober 
and intereſting as the Affair of Marriage, and 
which extends its Conſequences to the ever- 


[ 22 ] 
laſting Happineſs or Miſery .of the Parties 
concerned, ſhould be treated with a Levity 
and Caprice unbecoming the common, Occug- 
ences of human Life: And from this Reaſon 


principally, we imagine, it proceeds, that the 
more grave and judicious Part of Mankind 
(could this Matter be put on a rational Footy 
ing) would be often found not leſs eligible, 
than that bold and loquacious Tribe, whoſe 
Forw¾ardneſs and Dexterity in Affairs of this 
kind is owing, either to a certain National 
Effrontery, or à ſputtering French Education. 
r ' 3 
In the Modeſty of fearful Duty * 
I read as much, as from the rattling Tongue 
, ſaucy, and audacious Eloquence. 


Shakeſpear's Midſummer Night's Dream. f 


It will evidently enough a „we appre- 
hend, from the Hints — — to —— 
the following Propoſal is addreſs'd, and what 
fort of People are intended to be benefited by it: 
And that the Advantages ariſing from it, can be 
few, either to the giddy, fluttering Part of the 
World, who make Intrigue their principal Con- 
cern, or to thoſe Gentlemen whoſe Eſtates are 
not to be found out of the Blaſque Iſlands, op 
due Conſideration, will be ſufficiently clear. 
The Objections to this Propoſal, ſuch, we 
mean, as may. be likely to ariſe in the Minds 
of the ſerious and thinking Part of Mankind, 
ſhall be reſerved as the laſt things to be 809 
eee eee 7 75 oo. 
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ſidered; and we do promiſe, that if any ſuch 
occur, or be pointed out to us, which ſhall, in 
the leaſt degree, tend to promote Intrigue; 
clandeſtine Marriage, or the Diſboncur of Fa- 
milies, we:ſhall be far from obſtinately perſiſt- 
ing herein, but, on ſober and candid Convic- 
tion, will be:asglad to acknowledge our Miſ- 
take, think ourſelves obliged by ſuch Infor- 
mation, ad rectify our Errors, or as readily 
renounce all farther Proſecution, as we are, at 
preſent, ſanguine, and ſolicitous for its Succeſs: 
For we would be underſtood to intend no leſs 
the Emolument of the Many of both Sexes, 
who may be ſuppoſed, from what has been 
ſaid before, to ſtand in need of ſome ſuch 
kind of Aſſiſtances, as are offered by the fol- 
lowing Propoſal, than any lucrative Advan- 
tage to thoſe concern d in the carrying it on. 

What gaye Riſe to the Propoſal now before 
you, was the following Story; which the Pars 
ties concern'd are ſo far from looking on; as 
any Reflection, that they make no Scruple of 
relating, with a Chearfulneſs, and Satisfaction, 
equal ta their Happineſs; and acknowlege as 
the moſt eſpecial Favour of Providence they 
Have either 1 them ever experienced. 


LY 


Tun laſt Summer, I accompanied a Friend 
of mine a few Miles into the Country, to make 
a Viſit, and dine with an Acquaintance of his, 
at bis Country- houſe. As ſoon as we alighted, 
which Was between Twelve and One, we 

were 


— _—_— 
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Gentleman and Lady, 


1 3 might have been well exculed, 


[14] 
were conducted into a very pretty 
where were the Gentleman, his Lady, their 
little Boy, about Five Years old, and a Girl; 
that ſeem'd a Year younger; and, to ſay the 
Truth, I have never met with more agreeable 


Garden 


People, nor prettier” behav'd Children, in my 
whole Life. In about half an Hour after we 
came in, the Lady, with her Two Little- ones, 
retired to dreſs herſelf by Dinner, whilſt we con» 
tinued in the Garden, converſing of various things, 
till within almoſt a Quarter of Two; when the 
Gentleman, looking on his-Watch, made his 
Excuſe for leaving us a little while to ourſelves, 
and that he would wait on us again ſoon. 

In his Abſence, my Friend and I entertained 


ourſelves with looking about us, and with 


ſome Obſervations on the Happineſs, and good 
Humour, which ſeemed to me, and he aſſured 


me really did ſubſiſt berweeh this Couple, and 


their little Family. 

In about a Quarter of an Hour, we faw 
coming down the Front Walk towards us, the 
dreſſed like Bride and 
Bridegroom, and both the Children with Fa- 
vours; inſomuch that, at the firſt View, I 
took them to be Viſitors, come to Dinner in 


all their Formalities; nor indeed, when I found. 


them to be the Family, did my Wonder much 
abate ; and I n to think it a kind of over- 
ſtrain'd Civility, to be all ſo full dreſs'd out, on 
our Accounts; a Piece of Ceremony, which, 


We 
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We had not taken above a Turn or two 
when a Servant came, to let us know Dinner 
was on the Table: And now again my Sur- 
prize increas'd very much, when I came into 
the Parlour, and ſaw the Servants in new 
Liveries; the Table covered with a firſt Courſe 
of Five of none of the leaſt expenſive and 
elegant Diſhes; and, on the Side-table, 
ſtanding an exceeding handſome Deflert ; and 
no other Company but us Two: In ſhort, we 
Ht down, and dined as elegantly and well, as 
any one can be ſuppoſed to do on Ten Diſhes ; 
the beſt ſorts of Wines, a fine Deflert, and 
with the moſt chearful, good-humoured, 'and 
agrecable Family. 

As ſoon as Dinner was over, the Wine ſet 
on the Table, and the Servants withdrawn, 
the. Lady filled herſelf a Bumper of Burgundy 
(which was the Wine, the ſaid, ſhe loved beſt) ; 
and addrefling her Huſband, with a Smile of 
Satisfaction and Love, that no Art or Diſſimu- 
lation could counterfeit, © You know, ſays ſhe, 
* my Dear, tis a Privilege you have given me, 
© to begin the Health of this Day; and every 
« Year of my Life, it is with Increaſe of Plea- 
* {ure I can ſay, Here is Succeſs to the Daily 
%% Advertiſer :” And drank her Glaſs. 

The Gentleman, with great good Humour 
and Complacency, put the Bottle to my Friend 
and ſaid, with a Smile, You are to know, 
Mr, — this is our Wedding-day; and my 

| Wife, 
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Wife, you ſee, claims a Privilege, on this Anni- 
verſary, of ſpeaking firſt; by which, I ſuppoſe, 
ſhe would give you to underſtand, how, much 
happier ſhe is than her Huſband ; tho' I verily 
think, if I was inclined to a Diſpute, I could 
eaſily prove the Advantage on my fide.--- But, 
if you will, Genilemen, be ſo good as to 
pledge her, I will farther explain to you this 
Myſtery. «ha 

We all drank the Toaſt given by the Lady, 
adding thereto the Compliments of the Day 
when the Gentleman, turning to me, thus. 
continued: $4.2 | 8 | 

I was one of thoſe young People, Sir, who had 
the good Fortune, if it may be ſo called, pretty 
early in Life, to be immerſed in a great deal of 
Buſineſs, which ſo ingroſſed my Time, that I at- 
tended to little elſe, till I was near Five-and- 
thirty; when, finding myſelf intolerable Circum- 
ſtances, and ſeeing ſeveral of my Friends happy 
in the married State, I began to think it high 
timo for me, if ever, to follow their laudable 
Example: But yet the Difficulty was, to find 
the Woman; for my manner of Life, as I ſaid 
before, had exempted me from many Oppor- 
tunities of Choice, in that reſpect, which ate 
frequent to others, who had leſs to do in the 
World; and beſides, to ſay the Truth, when 
I came ſcriouſſy to reflect, I could not find. 
out one Woman in my narrow Acquaintance 
(for very narrow indeed it was), but was either 
already provided for, or to whom I had not 

ſome 


* 


Ke 399 
ſome material Objection; and whether it was 
Pride, or Shame, or both, I will not determine, 
I could not bear the aukward Figute of ap- 

lying to a Friend in this Emergency; fo was 

reſolved to truſt, in ſome meaſure, to Providence, 
and my own Judgment, to help me out; and 
therefore ſent the following Advertiſement * 
to the Daily Advertiſer. 

In about Ten Days (continued he) my Ad- 
= vertiſement was anſwered according to Direc- 
tion, by a Letter ſign'd Julia; letting me 
know, that if I was a true Man, and no Im- 
poſtor, and would give myſelf the Trouble ta 
be at ſuch a Houſe, the Tueſday following, at 
ſuch a Time, my Propoſal ſhould be taken 
into Conſideration ; and that if I was really in 
earneſt, by aſking for Mrs. I ſhould with- 
out farther Ceremony be admitted, I muſt 
own my Heart now aked a little : I was appre- 
henfive of I know not what, and began to 
feel all thoſe Doubts, Fears, and Miſgivings, 
that I believe are natural to moſt People, on 
ſuch an Occaſion. I took the firſt Opportunity 
of going through the Street, and viewing the 
Houſe : This, from its Appearance, I liked well 
enough, and began to take Heart a little : 
Then I inquired in the Neighbourhood, Who 
lived there? and was informed it was one 
Mrs. — a Widow Lady (who, I expected, 


* Here he repeated to us the Advertiſement, which for 
certain Reaſons we ſhall not inſert, 


G would 
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would have given us her Company To-day at 
Dinner, and is my Wife's Aunt). 

I then went to a Milaner's Shop I found in 
the ſame Street, with an Intention to buy ſome- 
thing (but what I could not very well tell), 
and get ſome farther Intelligence: But how- 
ever, I there furniſhed myſelf with a Pair of 
Gloves, and Three Yards of Silver Ribband, 
which I ſaid I wanted for a little Girl of mine, 
(and for which, by the way, my Dear, you 
have not paid me to this Hour). Indeed, 
my Dear, replied the Lady, if you will con- 
ſider a little, you muſt, I believe, acknowlege, 
that, in this reſpect, we are pretty well quits: 

For (then AE to her little Daughter, who 
was ſtanding at her Right-hand, 1 in the 
moſt cordial and affectionate Manner, ſtroke- 
ing her under the Chin) here is a Girl, ſays 
ſhe, I have brought you for your Ribbands; and 
I think, a very good Gul. you muſt confels ſhe 
is; and I will be determined by theſe Gen- 
tlemen, whether. that Debt be not fully diſ- 
charged. Well, ſays the Gentleman, fince you 
| plead my Receipt, I believe I muſt acknow- 
lege my Hand, and confeſs the Satisfaction. 
But, Sir, continued he, I aſked the young 
Woman in the Shop, if ſhe knew Mrs. and 
what was the State of her Family? And was 
informed, that ſhe was a Widow of about Forty; 
with a very good Fortune; had lived in that 
| Houſe upwards of Four Years, in a very genteel 

Manner ; kept 'Two Men Servants, and Three 
Maids ; 


(W 
Maids ; ſaw not a great deal of Company, but 
thoſe of the moſt reputable ſort; and, upon 
the Whole, 'was a Woman of a very decent, 
modeſt, and good Character. Now, though 
theſe were all very good Things; yet did it not | 
at all anſwer the Terms of my Advertiſement ;_ 
for I was determined not to marry any Woman 
older than myſelf, at any rate. 
I then aſked, if the had no Daughter, or 
Niece, or Couſin, that lived with her? Was 
anſwered, That ſhe knew of no ſuch. _—— 
But, Sir, fays the Gypſy, with an arch kind of 
Smile, Mrs. feems very well ſatisfied with 
her Condition ; and, if I gueſs right, is in no 
great Hurry to alter it, —— I put the things in 
my Pocket, and thought it now time for me to 
be going. 80 home 1 went, to ccnfider what 
was belt to be done. 
This was on the Saturday; and the Tre/day 
Evening following, my Tryal was to come on: 
And indeed, had it been for my Life, I could 
not have undergone more Solicitude ; One while, 
I thought I would drop the Affair, and proceed 
in it no farther: Apain, 1 accuſed myſelf of 
the greateſt Folly and Caprice, when the very 
End I propoſed by my Advertiſement, now fo 
fairly offered, to ſhun what I had with to 
much F orecaſt and Conſideration ſought : 
Sometimes I walk'd about, conning Speeches; 
and, I ſuppoſe, addref.'d every Chair in the 
Room, two or three times over, in the Shape 
of the Lady: However, it was Turſlay Morn- 


C 2 | ing 


1. 8% 
ing before I could come to a fixed Reſolution: - 
of going; when I encouraged myſelf with this 
Reflection, that if I did not approve the Lady, 
I could not be forced into a Marriage againſt 
my Will; and the utmoſt that could happen 
to me was but to look a, little filly before 
Strangers, who could know nothing more of 
me, than I thought fit to inform them, and 
whom, if I did not like, I till had it in my 
Power never to ſce again. 

So that being now reſolved, I dreſs'd, and 
went to Dinner with our Friend Mr. ——(turn- 
ing to the other Centleman) whoſe Wife, you 
know, is one of the moſt lively, agreeable 
Women upon Earth, and with whom I uſed 
at that time to ſkirmiſh a little, upon the Sub- 
je& of Matiimony. And indeed this anſwered 
very well; for, what between her Vivacity, 
and near a Bottle of Claret I drank after Dinner, 
1 found myſelf in Spirits, fully equal to the 
Enterprize. So about Six o'Clock, I ſent for a 
Chair, and away I went. 

I was now ſet down at the Door; and, on 
the Footman's opening it, I aſked for Mrs. _— 
He made me no Anſwer; but conducted me 
up Stairs: When ordering my Chair to wait, 
I followed him. But now again, as I was 
going up, my Heart began to flutter pretty 
much, and I own I wiſh'd myſelf an hundred 
Miles off. I was then ſhewed into a Dining- 
room, where were Two Ladies, my Wife 
there, fitting in the Window, and the other 
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Lady in a Settee near her. Il believe, my 
Dear, I made as ridiculous a Figure, as you 
would wiſh to ſce. Indeed, my Dear, replied 
the Lady, I think my Looks at that time were 
none of the Wiſeſt. | 

On my coming in, continued he, they both 
role up; and, advancing towards the grave 
Lady, I addreſs'd her pretty much to the fol- 
lowing Effect. | 

Madam, faid I—1I believe — I am the 
Perſon who have the Honour to be appointed at 
this Time —— to receive to to receive your 
Commands. ü | 
Here, the Lady defired me to fit down: 
Which I did: But, Madam, faid 1 If. 
If there be——any Miſtake——I hope —1 
hope you will excuſe this Freedom; and im- 
pute it to any Cauſe, but that of giving 
Offence——which, I am ſure, is far from my 
Intentions. | Ty 
She civilly bowed, and aſked me, If I had 
drank Tea? I aſſured her I had (tho', by the 
way, I had not ſeen a Drop that Afternoon); 
for I could not bear the Thoughts of being 
ſtared at by'the Footman : But this I found 
could not be avoided ; for I had hardly finiſhed 
this eloquent Speech, when the Tea was 
brought, and my good Lady, who, to do her 
 Jiſtice, is a very ſenſible, well-bred Woman, 
began to queſtion me about the Public Affairs; 
and, in ſome degree, relieved the Confuſion 
ſhe ſaw I was under. 
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During this Time, we diſcourſed of indiffe- 
rent Matters, and I began to. get a little more 
Courage : But as ſoon as the Tea-things were 
removed, my Wife. (who, I think, al this 
while, had not let me hear the Sound of her 
ſweet Voice, more than in the Utterance of half 


a dozen moſt ſignificant Words relating to the 
Strength or Weakneſs of her Tea) withdrew ; 
and 1 faw no more of her, that Viſit; a 

now, when the Lady and I were left quite 
alone, ſhe began with me, to the following 
Effect. 

* young Lady, Sir, you ſaw here juſt 
* now, is the Julia you was appointed to meet 
« as this Day, and is my Niece : She is intirely 
t at her own Diſpoſal ; juſt turned of Six-and- 
. © twenty; and her Fortune is ſo-and-fo——— | 
« Her cther Qualifications I ſhall leave to ſpeak | 
** for themſelves, on farther Acquaintance, if 
e haply it ſhall be ſo agreed between you, She 
© is = gone home to her Lodgings, and I 
« hope you will excuſe the Shortneſs of this 
* firſt Interview; but, if you have no Objec- 
ce tion to the leaving with me your real Ad- 
« dreſs, I ſhall ſee my Niece To-morrow ; and 
c if you hear nothing to the contrary, and are 
« yourſelf ſo inclined, I ſhall be glad to ſee { 
«© you here again on this Day Sevennight, about 
the ſame Time, when you ſhall have an 
«© Opportunity of coming to a more Fe 
5 lar Explanation.” 


The 
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The ingenuous Frankneſs, and good Humour 
with which ſhe delivered herſelf, at once diſſi- 
pated all my Fears; and I could not help con- 
ceiving a real Eſteem for her, from that Mo- 
ment. | | | | 
I told her, that for my own Part, no Ob- 
jection I was ſure, could ariſe on my fide to any 
thing ſhe had faid: And immediately I very 
honeſtly gave her my true Name, and Direction. 

She very obligingly anſwered, that her Wiſh-, 
es were for both our Happineſs ; adding, that, 
on my next Viſit, if fo it ſhould be approved, I 
might inquire for Miſs——— for that was her 
Niece's real Name; and that if, in the mean 
time, I ſhould ſee any Cauſe to change my 
Mind, I might ſignify the fame by a Letter 
directed to her, telling me alſo her own Name; 
——— and then, without giving me leave to reply, 
turned to the Window; and, taking up The 
Adventures of David Simple in Search of 4 
true Friend, which was about that time pub- 
liſhed, aſked me, If I had read it? adding, 
that however extravagant the Author's Plan 
might appear to ſome People, ſhe herſelf was 
convinc'd, there was nothing ſo very abſurd in 
the Suppoſition. 

I found, from the Quickneſs of this Tran- 
ſition, that ſhe expected nothing more from 
me upon the Subject at that Time. S0 I ſpun 
out my Viſit for about half an Hour longer, 
and then took my Leave. All my Tremors 
and Doubts were now quite removed; and 
C 4 | me- 
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methought I was as bold as a Lien, and my 
Heat was as light as a Feather. So home I 
went, with a very different Diſpoſition of Mind 
from what I had on the Saturday before, and 
with an earneſt Expectation and Deſire of the 
Interview appointed me on the Tueſday fol- 
lowing. | 
The Tueſday Afternoon came; and I ſtrictly 
kept my Time, aſked for my Julia by her true 
Name, and was now carried into the ſame 
Dining-room, where I found her all alone. She 
colour'd a little on my firſt coming in; didn't 
you, my Dear? ——But, in about half an Hour, 
we came to an Explanation, as I thought, to 
both our Satisfactions, and I obtained Leave for 
my next Viſit to be at her own Lodging 
When the Tea came in, my Aunt gave us. her 
Company, and our Converſation was now as 
free and unconſtrained, as if we had all been 
acquainted for ſeveral Years. I wanted but 
little Intreaty, you may be ſure, to ſtay the 

Evening ; which I did: And about Eleven 
o'Clock, I was permitted to wait on my Wife 
home to her Lodgings, in my Aunt's Coach, 
which alſo carried me to my own Houſe. 

Things now began to have a pretty promiſing 
Aſpect ; and in ſhort, I think about the Seventh 
Viſit concluded my Wife, as you ſee ſhe tells 
you, if you will believe her, a very happy 
Woman; for, on this Day Six Years, we were 
married: And I think, my Dear, in all this 
time, we have not been able, as yet, to agree 
upon 


IS 
upon Terms of Separation betwixt us: And 
now, Sir, if my Wife was not preſent, I would 
finiſh this tedious Narrative by ſaying, 


Thus have I told you all my State, and brought 
' My Story to the Sum of earthly Bl; ifs, 


Which 1 enjoy —— 
Miz, Par. Loſt, L. VIII. v. 511. 


We thanked the Gentleman for his Story, 
and again congratulated their Happineſs in a 
Bumper; when the Lady, turning to my Friend, 
ſaid, From this Relation, Sir, you will think, 
perhaps, ] was of a pretty enterpriſing, adven- 
turous Diſpoſition ; but the Truth is, my Con- 
dition of Life was ſo circumſtanced, that it was 
highly proper for me to marry ; and the Re- 
tirement I had been neceſſitated to, gave me 
but little Opportunity of chooſing for myſelf. 
So in this Affair I was merely paſhve, and put 
myſelf intirely under the Guidance and Direc- 
tion-of my Aunt, by whoſe Advice I made the 
Experiment ; and, I am ſure I need not bluſh 
to ſay, it was by my own Liking and Approba- 
tion concluded. 
| Juſt at this time the outer Bell rung, and 
we heard a Coach ſtop at the Gate; when the 
Lady, going to the Window, and perceiving it to 


be her Aunt, went out with her Little-ones into 


the Court to meet her; but, inſtead of coming 
in again to us, they walked directly towards 
the Garden ; and, as they came under the Win- 
dow, the Gentleman threw up the Saſh, and 


made 
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Garden, and diſpatch a little Buſineſs ſhe had 


by 3 extreme handſome Things he ſaid of 


proceed in the ordinary Courſe, by the Inter- 


Was, how the young Lady came to have Cou- 


rt 
made his Compliments to his Aunt; which ſhe 
returned: When his Lady ſaid, that if he would 
excuſe her, they would take a Turn in the 


with her Aunt, and then come in to us, or ex- 
pect us in the Summer-houſe, and drink Tea - 
there, as we ſhould think fit. 
Very well, my Dear, fays the Gentleman; 
and when we have diſpatched our Buſineſs, if 
theſe Gentlemen like it, we will come to you. 
To this we both readily agreed, So down again 
we fat to our Wine. | 
I muſt own, my Curioſity was now pretty 
ſtrong to know in what Circumſtances this 
Lady could have been, that the Aunt, who, 


her, muſt be a diſcreet, ſober Woman, could 
have thought it more prudent to recommend to 
her Niece an Experiment of this kind, than to 


poſition and Recommendation of Friends and 
Acquaintance : And therefore I could not help 
obſerving to the Gentleman, that tho' his Me- 
thod of Proceeding appeared ſomewhat extra- 
ordinary, yet the Event, which ſeemed fo well 
to have anſwered it, if one might be allowed 
to judge in that manner, was a ſufficient Juſe 
tification on his Part: But ſtill my Wonder 


rage enough to carry it on to an Interview; 
for that (aſking his Pardon) I had always, til 
now, looked upon theſe kind of Advertiſe- 
ments 
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ments in too whimſical and ridiculous a Ligh 
to have imagined, they were ever conſidered, 
eſpecially by the Ladies, in a ſerious View; or 
indeed had ever produced ſuch an Effect as 
this Relation of his now convinced me they 


Sir, replied the Gentleman, my Wife has 
already told you, it was by her Aunt's Counſel- 
merely, that ſhe acted in this Affair, and I 
verily believe, ſhe gave her no other, than 
what, had it been her own Caſe, ſhe would 
have followed herſelf; for that good Woman, 
worthy as ſhe is, has ſuffered not a little, by 
"adhering too ſtrictly to the Advice of her 
Friends, as they are called, and too much neg- 
lecting to conſult her own Judgment. 1 
Vou muſt know, Sir, ſhe was younger Sifter 
to my Wife's Mother, who were left Coheireſ- 
ſes, under Age, in the Guardianſhip and Care 
of a neighbouring Baronet, an intimate Friend 
and Acquaintance of their Father's; for their 
Mother died when they were both very young. 
Now this Gentleman was one of thoſe wiſe 
People, who confider a Woman only as a Skin 
of Parchment, whereon to engroſs the Convey- 
ance of ſo much Land to one's own Uſe ; or as 
a ſtrained Canvaſs, whereon to continue the Fa- 
mily Pictures; or as the moſt legal Method of 
ſtrengthening and ſccuring ſo much Intereſt in 
a Borough- Election. — * 

For all theſe Purpoſes, his Wards ſeemed to 
promiſe pretty fair; and therefore the Eldeſt 

Ee of 


| 
1 
' 
| 


[8] 


of the Two, my Wife's Mother, he married 
to a Country Gentleman in the ſame Intereft 


with himſelf; with whom ſhe lived about Six- 
teen Years, and then died, leaving this one 
Daughter, who was tne only Child they ever 


had: The other Siſter, my Aunt, he prevailed 


with to marry a Nephew of his own, whoſe 
Fortune was the only Thing that could be 
called valuable belonging to him ; for by all 


Accounts he was, to one of the beſt Women 


in the World, the moſt ſour, filly, obſtinate, 
and tyrannical Fool I ever heard of: And this 
Wretch ſhe was. over-perſuaded to accept, very 
contrary, I believe, to her own Inclination, in 
Preference to Mr. ; Whoſe Fortune was, 
at that time, not ſo good; but, in all other re- 


ſpects, you know (turning to my Friend) is the 


direct Oppoſite to the Character I have given 
you of the other. This precious Huſband of 
hers continued to torment her for about a dozen 


Years ; and then was ſo good as to releaſe Her; 


ever fince which time a Second Experiment of 

the kind ſeems to have been the laſt Thing 1 in 

her Thoughts. - 
My Wife's Father, for the laſt Five or Six 


Years of his Life, was fo throughly afflicted 


with the Gout, as hardly, Lhe heard her 


ſay, to be able, above ſo many times, in all 


that while, to get out of his own Chamber. 
He was exceſſively fond of his Daughter, whoſe 
chief Buſineſs was to read to him; and he ſel- 
dom cared to have her out of his Sight: This 
Confine- 
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Confinement, tho' it debarr'd her of many A- 
muſements and Opportunities, which other 
young Women uſually have at her Time of 
Life ; yet had ſhe Prudence enough, I thank 
God, to turn to ſome tolerable Advantage, in 
reſpe& of Muſic, Languages, and the bettering 
her Mind. 

About Seven Years ago her Father died ; and 
leſt ſhe ſhould not be able to provide herſelf a 
oper Heir, in caſe of her own Death, he 
wiſely ſubſtituted one for her of his own get- 
ting ; for, ſhould ſhe have died unmarried, her 
whole Fortune was, by his Will, diſpoſed of to 
a young Fellow he had bred up to the Sea; 
who, returning from the Weſt Indies, about 
Three Months after his Death, was a Rake up- 
on the Town for ſome time; and then thought 
proper to marry one of the moſt profligate, 
infamous, and abandoned Women in it: And 
thus, Sir, happily for me, has a kind of provi- 
dential Concurrence of Circumſtances (for fo 
I ſhall always thankfully eſteem it) conſpired to 
make me as happy in a Wife, as I think a 
Man can well be, who has, or, at leaſt, thinks 
he has, one of the beſt Women in the 
World *. 


* Many Circumſtances relating to this Story are purpoſely 
ſhortened and omitted ; for, though it be publiſhed with the Leave 
and Conſent both of the Gentleman, and his Lady, who are far 
from making any Part hereof a Secret amongf their Friends and 
Acquaintance; yet would it be highly improper, in this public 
Manner, to point them out ſo certainly as not to be miſtaken. © 


After. 
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Aſter fitting ſome time, till we had finiſhed 
our Wine, and made ſuch Reflections as moſt 
naturally occurred to us, and with which I 
need nat trouble the Reader, we went inta the 
Garden to the Ladies, who were in the Sum- 
mer-houſe with the Children to receive us. 
Here we drank Tea, and ſhould have ſpent the 
Evening, and ſtaid all Night, but that my 
Friend was obliged to be in Town very early 
the next Morning ; for, as to my own Part, I 
ſhould have readily conſented, if it had been 
convenient for us both; for I never ſaw, or 
converſed with, more affable and agreeable 
People in my Life; ſo that between Six and 
Seven, my Friend's Chariot came to the Door, 
and we took our Leaves. 

The ſeveral Circumſtances of this Vifit, you 
may be ſure, furniſhed out Matter enough of 
Diſcourſe and Obſervation between my Friend 
and me in our Way home: And he told me, 
that his Acquaintance in this Family had not 
been of above Three Years ſtanding, and he had 
never heard this Story before: That no Man 
bore a better Character, in all reſpects, than 
Mr. ; and the common Report was, 
that his Fortune, which was very good before, 
received a conſiderable Addition by this Mar- 
riage ; but that he never knew the Lady's Fa- 
mily till that Day: That he had often heard 
both the Gentleman and Lady mention this 
Aunt of theirs with the greateſt Eſteem and 
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Regard-; but had never ſeen her till her Comin 
in that Afternoon. $71 $6. 

This Story ran very much in my Head 
for ſeveral Days; when J bethought myſelf of 
many Circumſtances relating to the following 
Propofal : And, on my telling my Friend 
my Thoughts hereupon, and defiring his in 
Return, he wrote me the following Letter, 
with which I ſhall conclude this Introdue- 
tion. N 


Dear SIX, 
HE Scheme, you was the other Day 
mentioning to me, I fairly acknowlege to 
you, I thought ſo whimſical, and liable to Ob- 
jection, on its firſt Appearance, that I could 
not at that time, ſerious as you ſeemed to me 
about it, give you that Attention and Encou- 
ragement I wiſhed to do: For, whether it was 
the Humour I was then in, or the Novelty of 
the Conceit, I cannot tell; but a Thouſand ri- 
diculous Images occurred to my Mind: And, 
though I think you have no Reaſon to doubt 
my real Eftcem and Regard, for both your 
Judgment and Integrity; yet the Earneſtneſs 
with which you recommended your Project, and 
the Number of Advantages you ſo glibly ran 
over to. me, every one of which, you ſaid, you 
could prove to a Demonſtration, muſt neceſſari- 
ly accrue to the World from it, at once brought 
to my View the whole College of Laputa; and 
I am afraid, upon Recollection, you had but 
| G , | 5 
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too much Reaſon. to complain of your Friend's 
Want of Candour and Ingenuity. 
Nothing leſs than your extreme Good- nature, 
and «conſummate Eaſineſs of Temper, I own, 
could have borne with me on this Occaſion ; 
for when, jokingly 'tis true, I adviſed you, 
before you opened your Shop, to conſult Coun- 
fel, whether this new Method of ſmuggling 
Marriage might not render you liable to the 
Law; your AT TAPEIAI FAMIKOT, as you 
called them, whereby you propoſed, at a ſmall 
Expence, if this Scheme failed, to jumble two 
Lovers over the Stones from London to Batter- 
fea, and back again, into a Liking of each 
other, and the many Advantages you then. 
reckoned up, and with much ſerious Humour 
recommended to my Conſideration, in Return 
for my important and friendly Advice, as you 
archly enough obſerved, to my Shame con- 
vinced me, how well you yourſelf could diſtin- 
guiſh, without my Help, between the grave 
and ridiculous Side of a Queſtion ; and I ac- 
knowledge, gave me more Compunction for 
my unſeaſonable Raillery, than. a more grave 
and ſolemn Remonſtrance could poſſibly have 
done. The Imagination, as I have heard you 
fay, is as the Wardrobe of the Theatre, which | 
will furniſh out a thouſand various Habits, ſome 
grave, ſome antic, and what not? But unleſs 
the Judgment and Underſtanding give theſe 
Figures Utterance, and form the different Cha- 
racters to one Deſign ; what is the Whole but a 
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Wardrobe ftill? Velut ægri Somnia. And of 
this motely Caſt, I doubt me, were my Obſer- 
vations when I laſt ſaw you. , 
Thus much, then, by way of ſincere, tho 
ſmall Acknowlegement, and Apology, for my 
Behaviour towards you ; which, I truſt, you 
will readily admit ; Becauſe, where there is a 
real Eſteem for you, as be aflured mine is, I 
know your uſual Adage will very obviouſly oc- 
cur to you, 
Ad Hol evade q., Oc. 
And now, Sir, a ſhort Word to your Scheme. 
That the ſame 1s well intended, I never had 
any Doubt ; but of this to convince the World, 
may give you ſome Trouble : For I think you 
have, in me, 'a Specimen of the Reception,..on 
the firſt Appearance, it is likely to meet with. 
If, when you have drawn up your Propoſal, 
you will give me Leave to peruſe the ſame, you 
may depend on my Friendſhip and Sincerity, 
whatever Opinion you may have conceived of 
my Judgment. And, as you really profeſs to 
be ſerious herein, I aſſure you, I will give you 
no more Cauſe of Complaint againſt me on that 
Score. There is one Piece of Advice, howe- 
ver, I will venture to give you.; which is, to 
communicate this Scheme of yours to as few as 
poſhble, and thoſe only of the married Kind: 
For aflure yourſelf, amongſt the unmarried, -be - 
it as innocent as it will, and ever ſo much ap- 
EM” D proved, 
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proved, in the private Judgment of each ; yet 
ſill it carries with it ſuch a Smatch of ſome- 
thing like Guilt, as that, in a certain other Af. 
fair, thoſe very Perſons, who would be the firſt 
to commit in private, will be the forwardeſt to 
ridicule, and condemn, in public. As to all 
other Matters, I beg to ſuſpend my farther 
Judgment hereon, till you have put it into the 
Form you propoſe; and, in the mean Time, 
believe me, with the utmoſt Sincerity, 


Your affeionate Friend, 
© -. end inane Servant. 


* 


HAT two public Offices, as was only be- 

fore propoſed, are now actually opened 

at two different Parts of the Town, the one in 

Newcaftle-Court, near Temple. Bar, the other in 

St. Martin's Street, Leiceſter Fields : This called 

Tux LApr's REOISTER OFF1CE; and that 
THE GENTLEMAN'S. Y. 
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Note, The Reaſon for theſe two different Offices is, to 
avoid, as much as poſſible, all impertinent Curioſity, of 
either Sex; for, by this means, no Gentleman can pre- 
tend any Buſineſs at the Lady's Office, nor any Lady at 
the Gentleman's. 


IT. 


That a Woman Regiſtrar conſtantly at- 
tends at the Lady's Office, and a Man at the 
Gentleman's every Tueſday, Thurſday and Sa- 
turday, from Eleven till Two at Noon, and 
from Five till Eight in the Evening ; to enter, 
and regiſter, in each reſpective Office, ſuch 
Perſons as ſhall think proper either to- come, 
or ſend, to each faid Office, for that Purpoſe. 


Nate, The Reaſon for having the Regiſtry open only three 
times a Week is, becauſe the other Days are intended 
Xt ſet apart for inſpecting the Books (as ſee Article 


III. 


That Books are kept at each of the ſaid Of- 
fices, wherein ſuch Names, Deſcriptions, &c. 
as hereafter mentioned, on paying the Office 
Fee, ſhall be faithfully entered. 


Note, The original Books, or Letters ſent, are never to be 


viewed, on any Account whatſoever; but true Copies, 
according to the Terms hereafter ſpecified, are made out, 
for Inſpection; as in Article VIII. and IX. . 


D 2 1 4; 
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That on the Regiſter Days, at the Hours 
aforeſaid, the Doors of the ſaid Offices are 
kept ſhut, and no Perſon admitted, but ſuch 
Party-principal as ſhall ſpecially deſire the ſame, 


in order to give his, or her, own Deſcription 
and Inſtructions, by Word of Mouth, 


Note, As the whole Bufineſs of receiving Letters, and 
Directions in Writing, and returning the proper Tokens 
(as ſee the. Article following) cannot take up more than 
one Minute's Time; a principal Reaſon for this Caution, 
amongſt others, is, to prevent the loitering, or curious 
Impertinency, of Servants, Porters, or other Meſſen- 

. gers, who may be ſent with the ſame. 


. 

That on ſuch Letter, or Direction (as here- 
after mentioned) being given, and received, at 
the ſaid Offices, either from the Party- princi- 
pal, or his or her Meſſenger; an Office- ſtamp, 
ſealed up (with our certain Seal) is always to be 
delivered as a Token, or Certificate, that ſuch 
Fee, as below, has been received, and ſuch 
Entry duly made, 


Note, This Office-ſtamp (as above) beſides its being a To 
ken, or Certificate, of the Fee, and Entry being mad: 
and received; is intended, alſo, as an Evidence, to al- 
certain the Identity of the Perſon, if required by either 
Party, on any future Interview (as ſee the Articles re- 
lating thereto ;) and is therefore made to correſpond 
with the Entry, by a Number thereon, to be entered in 
the priyate Book, as ſee below; and is ſealed up _ 

2 
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the Office-ſeal, aa much as poſſible, again, to preyent 
Curioſit 7). | 


EY VI. 

That the Entry ſhall be as faithfully made, 
on ſending a Letter, according to the following 
Precedent, with the Fee, by a Meſlenger, as if 
the Party-principal was preſent. 


Nete, As an Office of this Kind may poſſibly excite a pry- 
ing Curioſity, we think it moſt _adviſeable, and recom - 
mend it to ſuch as ſhall think proper to regiſter ; rather 
to ſend, than come themſelves : For unleſs they gave in 
their own Letter, and receive the Token, or Certi- 
ficate, at the Door, as a Meflenger, they will be under 

. a Neceſſity of coming into the Office, and giving their 
Directions, and Deſcription, by Word of Mouth; 
which, poffibly, they may not chuſe to do: But this is 
ſubmitted to eyery one's Judgment. 


: VII. 
That the Fees to the Regiſtry, for t ae Entry, 
be One Guinea. ä 


Note, If any ſhall object to this Fee, as too large, we ſhall 
not take upon us to perſuade them, againſt their Wills, 
to be at ſuch Expence: For they are to know, the only 
Advantage propoſed by the Office, to ſuch as ſhall re- 
giſter, is, to give them an NE of Correſpondence 
with any Perſon, on the oppoſite Liſt, whoſe Deſcrip- 
tion they may chance to approve; and if it be fo 
agreed between.them, a perſonal. Juterview, without be- 
ing liable either to Curioſity, or Impertinence, or being 
more known than each Party ſhall chuſe; as, by the 
following Articles, will more fully appear. Beſides, it 
is no leſs the Intereſt and Concern of the Parties, than 

for the Advantage of a Office, to exclude, as much 


3 as 
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as poſſible, the more vulgar and lower Part of either 
Sex: And as we are determined, that the ſaid Offices 
ſhall ſubſiſt intirely on their Reputation, and Credit; it 
ſhall be our chief Care, that none but Perſons of Credit, 
and Reputation, ſhall be concerned therein z who can- 
not be ſuppoſed to give their Attendance without ſome 

of Advantage ſuitable to the Truſt and Dili- 
gence required of them. | 


Precedent of a LETTER of Deſcription, 
and Direction to the Office for Entry, 
on the Part of the Gentlemen. 


SUPERSCRIPTION, 


To Mr. Green, at the Gentlemen's Office, 
in Newcaſtle Court, near Temple-Bar, 


Batchelor, - or Widower. 
Gratiano, Age Height Complection 


Tho, White, © Eſq; — Fortune, either 
Gent. Independent in general (as) 
Profeſſion well to paſs: 
Trade 
Calling 


Day of the Month, and Vear. 
Fee ſent. 1 Guinea. 


Direct, as by the ſecond Name, 
To be t. 


/ 


Nete, 
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Nate, The Reaſon of the double Name, if duly copfidered, 
will appear, we imagine, in this Caſe, very proper: For 

the e, viz. Gratiano, is the popular Name to be 

entered in the Book for publick Inſpection (as ſee Art. 
VIII.) ; but the popular, viz. Tho. White, is that b 
which the Office is, on Occaſion, to direct and correi- 
pond with the Party; and is to be entered, t 
with the Direction, in a private Book, to be viewed by 
nobody: And therefore is it moſt adviſeable, that this 
ſhould carry the Appearance of a real and common Name, 
ſo as not, either in the Meſſenger, or Perſon with whom 
it is directed to be left, to excite Curioſity. 


Precedent of a LET TIR of Deſcription, 
and Direction to the Office for Entry, 
on the Part of the Ladies. 


SUPERSCRIPTION, 


To Mrs. Thompſon, at the Lady's Office, 
St. Martin's Street, Leiceſter-Fields, 


Spinſter, or Widow. 
Clarinda. Age -Height--Complection- 
Mary Brown, \ Fortune (either ſpecial, or gene- 
| ral, ) as is thought moſt proper. 


Day of the Month, and Year. 
Fee ſent. 1 Guinea. 


Direct, as by the ſecond Name (To Mrs. or 
Miſs) To be let. 


D 4 Note, 
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Note, The fame Reaſons and Obſervations occur on this, 
as: on the precedent for the Gentlemen; only we ſhould 
recommend it to both, that the Deſcription, and Circum- 
flances, be not ſo very wide of the real Truth, as that, 
by an Extravagance in either, they ſhould fooliſhly defeat 
their own Purpoſes, and be aſhamed or afraid of any 
future Interview, thro' a Conſciouſneſs of not being able, 
in any Degree, to anſwer thereto. For be it remem- 
bered, as has been obſerved before, that this Propoſal is 
by no means either calculated, or intended, to promote 
the laudable Trade of Fortune-hunting. 


VIII. 

That Liſts from both the Gentleman's and 
Lady's Regiſters are now authentically copied 
out into the Books for publick Inſpection, at 
One Shilling Fee from each Perſon. 


Note, Whereas it was in this Article before only propoſed, 
tat as ſoon as Thirty Perſons ſhould have been en- 
- ©© tered in each Regiſtry, a true Extract ſhould be made 
<c out from either Office, and publick Notice given 
<< when and where the ſame might be view'd.” The 
Reader is hereby informed, that our Lifts for each have 
for ſome Time paſt conſiderably exceeded that Number, 
and been open for publick Inſpection at each of our ſaid 
Offices, where 'any Gentleman or Lady as tvell not re- 
giftered as regiſtered may, for the Fees as above, view 
the ſame on the Days and Hours hereafter appointed. 


That no Gentleman ſhall infpe& the Man's 
Regiſter, and no Lady the Woman's. 
Note, As no End can be propoſed, by any Gentleman's 
viewing the Gentleman's, or any Lady oa” © 
37 Þ | * Suter, 
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giſter, beſides the gratifying an idle Curioſity ; and as it 

- ſhall be our principal Care and Concern, as much as 

poſſible, to fruſtrate and prevent the ſame, which, it in- 
dulged, could have no other Effect, but from the De- 
ſcription, &c. to ſet People gueſſing, and fooliſhly ap- 
plying the ſame to ſome one-or other of their Aquaint- 
ance ; a true Copy, of the different Regiſters for public 
Inſpection, is therefore opened at each oppoſite Office ; 
that is to ſay, the Copy of the Gentleman's Regiſter to be 
viewed at the Lady's Office, and the Copy of the Lady's 
at the Gentleman's, cheat | 


1 £ ul | 
| That the Direction, together with the fe- 
cond Name (as ſee Precedents) be always enter- 
ed in a private Bok, to be viewed by no Per- 
ſon whatever, 3 


Note, The firſt Name only, as has been obſerved before, is 
that which, together with the Deſcription,- and other 
general Circumſtances, is to be copied out in the 
Books for View; and on the Inſpection- days, at the 
certain appointed Hours for the fame, our Keepers of 
Inſpection conſtantly attend at each Office for that Pur- 

| poſe; where the Doors are always open; and any Gen- 

tleman or Gentleman, at the Gentleman's Office, and 
any Lady or Lady's at the Ladies Office, (for the Fee, 
from each, above-mentioned,) may examine the ſaid 
Books, but take no Copy thereof. | 


XI. | 
That on Mondays, Wedneſdays, and Fridays, 
from Eleven till Two Tn the Forenoon, and 
from Five to Seven in the Afternoon, the 
Books are open, for Inſpection. hae 


* 
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Note, There are four different Books for Inſpection pro- 
vided, at each of the ſaid Offices, to prevent Delays, as 
Occaſion may require. 


XII. 

That if any Gentleman, or Lady, on looking 
over their oppoſite Regiſters, ſhall approve of 
any Deſcription, and Circumſtances, as there 
entered, ſo as to deſire an Interview with ſuch 
Perſon; on ſending a Letter, directed to the 
faid Office as above, and ſubſcribed by his or 
her ſecond Name, or popular Name, with the 
Number on the Stam fore the Date, of ſuch 
Requeſt ; the ſame hal be im mediately com- 
municated to' ſuch Lady or Gentleman, and 
his or her Anſwer thereto, tranſmitted, as ſoon 
as received. 


Note, It has been before obſerved, that, on each Perſon's 

regiſtring, an Office-famp ſhall be delivered to them, 
ſealed up, &c. on which Stamp, at the lower Part 
thereof, will be a Number, to correſpond with the like, 
to be entered in the private Book, together with each 
Perſon's ſecond Name, and Direttion : Therefore, in 
order to aſcertain the Identity, and be an Evidence to: 
the Office, that ſuch Perſon is really regiſtered, it is re- 
quired, that ſuch Letter, deſiring an Interview, be ſub- 
ſcribed either with the ſecond Name, or with the ow 
mn and Number ; to prevent Miſtakes, or 

ons. I 


If any Gentleman, FRY ſhall chuſe to make ſuch 
Propoſal for Interview, merely of themſelves, without the 
Nn of the Office, « will ſend ſuch their Letter 

of Propolgl, ſealed, and incloſed, with Inſtructiams to 4 
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the ſame forwarded, and ſuch Inſtructiont evidenced, by 
the Subſcription and Number, as above, ſo as that the 
Office may be aſcertained the ſame comes from a Perſon . 
duly regiſtered ; their Inciaſed ſhall be properly directed to 
ſuch Gentleman, or Lady, as defired ; and forwarded, im- 
mediately, by paying, or ſending to the Office, together 
2 the ſaid Inſtructians, and Letter incleſed, a Shilling 
ee. | 


XIIT, 


That if any Gentleman, and Lady, ſhall 

ree to an Interview, unleſs qtherwile ſettled 
between themſelves ; by fignifying the ſame to 
the ſaid. Office, @ private Houſe, of Reputation 
and Credit, ſhall be prepared, for ſuch. Þter- 
view, and ſignified to both Parties, according to 
the Terms and Conditions in the ſubſequent 
Articles. 


Note, If any Gentleman, and Lady, chuſe to carry on 
their Correſpondence, ' without the Interpoſition of 
the Office, farther than concerns the Direction, and 

ſending their Letters; they may do the ſame, as above, 

for the Expence of One Shilling each Letter, till they 
think proper to make themſelves more particularly known 
to each other : But if the Aid of the Office be defired 
herein, due Preparation ſhall be made, and ſignified, as 
in this Article mentioned ; for which Purpoſe, Six dif- 

' ferent Houſes are retained, in different Parts of the 

Town, kept by reputable Perſons; who, before this 
Propoſal take Effect, ſhall enter into Engagements with 

the ſaid Office, ſtrictly to obſerve the Articles and Con- 

- ditions appointed for ſuch Interview. Vid. Minutes and 
Matters for further Information herein. 

Furthermore, if any Perſon ſhall ſend his or her Requeſt, 

for Interview, to the ſaid Office, authenticated as above, 
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to be communicated to the contrary Party from the ſaid 
Office; ſuch Requeſt ſhall be made, and ſent accordingly z 
and the Anſwer thereto returned, as ſoon as received, with- 
out Fee or Reward And that ſuch original Requeſt, for 
Interview, remain in the Office, to be ſeen by no one. 
But a Copy of the ſame, under the popular Name, ſhall be 
ſent to the Party; and the ſecond Name, if ſuch be ſub- 
ſcribed, and alſo the Number, to be omitted : For by the 
popular Name, Deſcription, and Circumſtances, as they ſtand 
in the Book ſor public Inſpectien, any Perſon may judge 
whether they approve of ſuch Interview propoſed. | 


Dok 222 | Av. 


That ſuch Irterview be only from Seven 
o'Clock to Nine in the Evening. 


Note, Theſe Hours are appointed, as the moſt convenient 
to avoid Obſervation; eſpecially in the Winter: But 
- Rtill,} if, by Conſent of Parties, any other two, either 
Morning, or Afternoon, be defired, fo as that the ſame 
expire before Nine at Night, unleſs good Cauſe to the 
contrary z we ſhall readily comply therewith, | 


Tho? all the Houſes, to be appointed for Intervietb, ſhall 
be truly reputable, and of gaad Credit, and kept by reputable 
and creditable Perſons, as before- mentioned; yet, as the 
knowing of ſuch can be of no Uſe to any, but Perſons con- 
cerned; we think it not adviſeable, or prudent, to point out 
the ſame, in any P Manner: And, on the Deſignation 
of any ſuch Houſe, if either of the Parties have any Ob- 
jection thereto, as being ſituated, or kept by Perſons, where, 
or by whom, they may be in any Likelihood of being known; 
the ſame ſhall be altered to ſame other more convenient : 
Alſo, the Gentleman, on ſuch. Interview, is ex to 
be at the Place of Appointment, at leaſt a rter of an 
Hour, before the Lady; unleſs ſhe ſhall direct to the con- 
trary, and chuſe herſelf to be there firſt, 
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That on each Party's coming to the ſaid Houſe, and 
knocking, or ringing, at the Door thereof; a Guard, 
appointed for this Purpoſe, ſhall be ready to open the fame ; 
and, on only mentioning to him the Number they bear, on 
their Offce-Aamp, ſhall be immediately admitted, and con- 
ducted into the Room ſet apart for ſuch Interview ; and no 


Queſtions aſked, or any other Perſon ſeen. If the 
Lady on ſuch Interview ſhall apprehend any Neceſſity there- 
of, and aſk for the fame, a ſmall! Hand- bell ſhall be deliver- 
ed to her by the Guard on her firſt coming in: And if the 
Parties chuſe it they may be attended with Coffee or Tea, 
or both, by the ſaid Guard for Half a Crown Fee. 


XV 


That the Room, where ſuch Interview is had, 
ſhall have neither Latch, Lock, Bolt, nor Bar, 
on. the Door; but a Draw-pulley only, fixed 
theron, to keep the ſame ſhut to; and ſhall be 
handſomely furniſhed, and prepared with a good 
Fire, and Candles, by the Time appointed. 


Note, By being thus particular, in this Article, we mean 
only to obviate, as much as we can, the leaſt Suſpicion 
of any Opportunity given, for the Buſineſs of carrying 
en any immodeſt or intriguing Purpoſe, or Correſpond- 
_ ence. For tho” this whole Propoſal be calculated for an 
Undiſcoverable Privacy; yet is it no leſs our principal 
. Concern, to prevent, and hinder, as much as poſſible, the 
leaft Degree of Rudeneſt, or Indecency, of any Kind 
whatever, oi . 33; 


That the Guard, during fuch Interview, ſhall 
be conſtantly. wizhin Call, and not depart, or be 
ſent away, till the Time expired, on any Ac- 
count, 


Note, 
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Note, Our Guard, on ſuch Occaſions, it ſhall be our greateſt 
Care to have, as well civil, and well-bebaved, as honeft, 
vigilant, dauntleſs, and faithful to the Purpoſes he 1s ap- 
pointed ; . which are, as was hinted before, to prevent, 

as much as poſſible, any impertinent Curioſity, from 
without, and any Rudeneſs, Indecency, or unbec oming Li- 
berties, offered to be taken within And therefore our 
ſaid Guards, ſo to be employed, ſhall enter into Security, 
for their good Behaviour, and faithful Diſcharge of Duty 
to the Office, in a Depoſitum of Five Pounds, to be for- 
feited on any Breach of the ſame: Which Depeſitum, 
on Complaint of either Party, to the ſaid Office, of Re- 
miſſneſs, Rudeneſs, or Incivility of ſuch Guard, by A- 
davit thereof made, before any of his Majefty's Juſtices of 
Peace, and tranſmitted to the ſaid Office, ſhall be forfeited, 
and paid by the Office-keeper of the Gentleman's Office, or 
Lady's, to ſuch Perſon complaining, or his or her certain 

Order, figned by their ſecond Name, and Number within 

Fourteen Days after ſuch Complaint and Affidavit tranſ- 
mitted ; and ſuch Gaurd for ever diſcharged. 


And now, becauſe ſome Difficulty may perhaps appear, 
in the making ſuch Complaint ectual, and ien to 
the Office; and may, therefore, be ſuppoſed to be added, 
for a Colour only: We think it incumbent on us to point 
out, in what Manner ſuch Complaint, and Affidavit, may 
be ſo ſecurely made, by any Perſon, as to run but little 
Danger of making themſelves known, and be yet a faſfi- 
cient Evidence herein. As thus: | > 
Firſt, Let ſuch Perſon, who has Cauſe of Complaint, 
write the fame within Fur Days of the Interview, and 
ſend it to the Office, ſigned with their ſecond Name, ànd 
Number, as above, and marked at the Top thereof with 
the Letters 4, B, C, or D, or any other Mark, by which 
the Identity thereof may be aſcertained by the Affdauit. 

Then let him or her, go before one of his Majeſty's 
office T Peace, and make Afidavit, in Writing, to the 

) fi owing, VIZ, 7 1 . N 2 
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That all the Matters and Things, alledged and 
deduced in à certain Paper Writing, bearing 
Date the 


— -=--marked at the Top thereof with 
the Letter ——and on the Day . 
ſent, received, and now remaining in 


Office; are ftrictly and concientioufly true, with- 


out Covin, Fraud, or Colluſion. 
Witneſs —— — 


Or, otherwiſe, if any Perſon chuſe rather, let them, as 
before, write their Complaint, and /ea/ up the ſame, and 
then make Aidavit to the Truth of the Matters therein 
contained; and, annexing the ſaid ſealed-up Paper, ſigned 
on the Outſide by the Fuftice's Clerk, to the Affidavit, to 
aſcertain the Identity of the ſame, they may tranſmit both 
to the Office together, and the ſame ſhall be taken as Evi- 


And whereas the true and real Name of the Furor muſt 
be ſubſcribed, and their Pariſh, and Place of Abade, are 
moſt commonly ſpecified in ¶Midavits, and cannot well be 
omitted on drawing, and making the ſame: In order, 
therefore, to keep themſelves ſtill unknown, to the faid 
Office, or any other ; ſuch Perſon ſhall be at Liberty, to 
eraſe, or obliterate ſuch Sub/cription, or Specification, before 
ſending it to the Office; and the ſame Regard, and Credit, 
ſhall be paid, and given thereto, as if no ſuch Raſure or 


Obliteration had been made. And thus far we think pro- 


to make ourſelves accountable for the Behaviour of oug 
ts ; which, on our Part, ſhall be punctually obſerved, 


much Importance it is, both to the Office, and the Per- 
ſons concerned, that ſtrict Decency, and Civility, be pre- 
ſerved on all Hands; and all impertinent Curioſity prevented — 


Day 7 in the Year of 
our Lord : —ſubſcribed with the Name. 


on ſuch Occaſions. For we are "oy ſenſible, of how 
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and avoided. And for further ſatis faction herein, vid. Mi- 
nutes and Matters. | | 
And now, after ſuch Complaint, and Af/idavit, made 
and ſent as above, ſuch Perſon may draw an Order, ſigned 
with his or her ſecond Name, on the Office, for the ſaid 
For feiteere, which ſhall be honoured ; the Perſon who brings 
the ſame for Acceptance, going before a * of Peace, 
and making Oath, That he knows, and it well acquainted with 
rhe Drawer of ſuch Order, and verily believes Him or Her, 
to be an honeſt and juft Perſon ; and would not, on any Ac- 
count whatever, be guilty of taking a fee Oath, te cheat of 
defraud any one.” And hereupon, Three Days of Grace 
being given, if, on Inquiry, ſuch Compurgator appear to be 
a creditable, reputable Perſon ; the ſaid Forfeiture of Five 
Pounds ſhall be punctually paid, and no Queſtions aſked, 
or farther Inquiry made. And hereto, I think, there can 
be no Objection: For, ſurely, it is but reaſonable that we, 
on our Part, ſhould have thus much Satisfaction of the 
Credit and Reputation of the Drawer, that we are not 
impoſed on. ay EX ae 
Furthermore, if any Enormity, within the Conuſance 
of the Law, be, on any ſuch Occaſion, committed ; the 
ſame fhall be proſecuted, at the Expence of the Office, in 
ſuch Manner as the Party aggrieved, or his or ber Counſel, 
ſhall direct; and no Method omitted, to bring ſuch Of- 
fender to Juſtice. | Bt 


| XVII. 1 | 

That the Lady, on ſuch Interview, ſhall be 
at Liberty to come in a Veil; which is not, 
againſt her Conſent, to be taken off, on any 


Account whatever. 


Note, If any Rudeneſs, of this, or any other Kind, be of- 
fered, or attempted, by any Gentleman, during ſuch 
Interview ; our Guard has ſtrict Orders, on being called, 
immediately to interpoſe ; and if the Lady ſhall fo inſiſt 
thereon, is to ſee that ſuch Gentleman immediately leave 

. the 


* 
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the Houſe : And the ſaid Guard ſhall, moreover, be o- 

bliged, for a Shilling Fee, if one Mile, and Half a Crown, 

if more, to attend ſuch Lady's Coach, or Chair, as ſhe 
all think fit, to any Houſe, at any Part of the Town 

ſhe ſhall direct; to prevent her being dogg'd, or inſulted. 

And hereof our ſaid Guard is not to fail, on the For- 

feiture as above; due Complaint being made. 


And whereas, on ſuch Interview, it may ſo happen, that 
a Lady may meet a near Relation, or Acquaintance, to whom 
ſhe would not care to make herſelf known : On any ſuch 
Diſcovery, ſhe ſhall be at Liberty to retire into another 
Room ; and, by giving Orders to the Perſon on Guard, a 
Coach, or Chair, ſhall be called for her, and Notice given 
to ſuch Gentleman, that the Lady will no more return : 
Whereupon, he may order, alſo, a Coach, or Chair, for 
himſelf ; or go in what Manner he ſhall think fit. If the 
Gentleman go firſt, the Guard ſhall be obliged to attend 
the Lady, if ſo required, for the Fee, and for the Purpoſes, 
as above-mentioned : But if the Lady go firſt, no ſuch Oc- 
caſion can require; only the Guard is to take care to con- 
duct her to her Coach, or Chair, without the Obſervation 
or Privity of the ſaid Gentleman; who, in this Caſe, and 
all others, unleſs he chuſes to go firſt himſelf, ſhall be obliged 
not to depart, till ſuch Lady's Coach, or Chair, has heen 
gone from the Door with her at leaſt Five Minutes, 


XVIII. 


That the Gentleman, on fuch Inter viete, 
either come without, or leave his Sword with 
the Perſon on Guard; who ſhall deliver the 
ſame to him again, on his Departure. 


Note, Tho' we do not apprehend any Danger, or Incon- 
venience, from any Gentleman's keeping on his Sword; 
yet his delivering it to the Guard is ſome Evidence, 
that he means to conform himſelf to Rules; and is, be- 
ſides, conſidered as a _—_ and Depeſitum, that, _ 
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leſs he chuſes to go before the Lady, he will ſtay til] her 
Coach, or Chair, be departed from the Door Five Mi- 
nutes, at leaſt, before he will require the ſame to be re- 
delivered, 


XIX. 
That if any Gentleman, or Lady, thro' Wan- 


tonneſs, or Levity, either make, or accept ſuch 
Appointment for Interview, and without ſuffi- 
cient and reaſonable Cauſe, or timely Notice 
given to the Office, whereby he or ſhe may be 
made acquainted therewith, break the ſame ; 


ſuch Perſon's Entry ſhall be immediately ſtruck 
out of the Regilter, 


* Nate, Here we have noother Obſervation to make, but that, 
if this Article ſhould be thought uſelefs, or ſuperfluous ; 
we hope it will always remain ſo: For we mean no 
more by it, than to take all the Care, in our Power, that 
the ſame Perſon ſhall not indulge themſelves in ſuch 
Folly, and Wantonneſs, more than once, if we can 
help it : And, truly, any one muſt have a very extraor- 
dinary Spirit for Fooling, that can think it worth their 
while to be at a Guinea Expence, only for the Pleaſure 

of diſappointing they cannot tell who. 


"XX. 


That the Fee for ſuch Interview be Half a 
Guinea, to be paid to the Guard by each Per- 
ſon, on his and her firſt coming in. 


Note, This Fee, we think, cannot be objected to as un- 
reaſonable, when it is conſidered, that all Letters, In- 
ſtructions, and Directions, on both Sides, previous to 
ſuch Intervieu, ae to be received, obſerved, and for- 
| warded, 


[#17 
warded, without Fee, or Reward ; and that the Expences 
of the Houſe, and Guard, as we are determined to make 
uſe of none but ſuch as are both reputable, and faithful, 
are to be gratihed, and paid, as ſuch. 


| XXI. | 

That if any Gentleman and Lady, on ſuch 
Interview, agree on a ſecond; by giving due 
Notice thereof to the Guard, of ſuch their 
Agreement, the»: ſhall, for the Fees as above; 
be accommodated as before. 


Note, If any ſuch Agreement, for a ſecond Interview, be 
had between them, and, at the ſame time, any Objection 
to the Guard, or Houſe of Interview, of any other Mat- 
ter, or Circum/tance, relating thereto, ariſe, ſo as that 
they ſhould chuſe to have any Alteration, or Change, of 
either; on each Party ſignifying ſuch their Deſire to the 
Office, the ſame ſhall be either, or both, changed, 
without afligning any Cauſe, but ſuch their Defire ; and 
Notice thereof given to both Parties. And if, after 
ſuch Agreement to a ſecond Interview, either of the 
Parties ſhall think fit to waive the ſame ; on Notice givert 

thereof, to the Office, the ſame ſhall be forthwith 
communicated to the other Party, without Fee or Re- 
ward. £7 


XXII. 
That not more than a ſecond Tuterview be 


had, by the Aid and Interpoſition of the Office, 
between the fame Parties. 


Note, It is not very likely that more than a {cmd will be 
ever required : For on ſuch Interview where two Per- 
ſons are really and ſoberly in earneſt, it might be reaſon- 

. ably expected, that the third ſhould be either at the 

| E 2 | Lady 
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Lady's own Houſe, or, at leaſt, ſuch as they 4 agree 
8 


upon between themſelves: And therefore, unleſs better 
than mere lucrative Cauſe be ſhewn, on both Sides; we 
ſhall, after a ſecond Interview, hold our Office fully diſ- 
charged; for we would be underſtood to lend our Aid, 
herein, no farther than to give both Parties an Oppor- 
tunity of proving how far each may be acceptable to 
each, ſo as that an honourable and fair Occaſion may be 
offered, on either Side, for any future Propoſal of Mar- 
riage. For the Intention of our Office is not to continue 
an Intimacy, but to begin an Acquaintance. 


XXIII. 


That no Perſon be permitted to regiſter un- 
der the Age of Twenty- one, unleſs Widow, or 
Widower. 


Note, Here it will be natural enough to afk, How we 
ſhall know a Perſon's Age? For may they not ſend 
what Age, Deſcription, and Circumſtances, they pleaſe ? 
To this it is anfwered; We mean, only, that none ſuch 
{hall be regiſtered : For, doubtlefs, we are full as liable 
to be impoſed on, in this Particular, as any Faculty- 
office for Marriage-licences whatever. But with our 
Privity and Knowledge no ſuch Thing ſhall be ſuffered, 
and this is all we can promiſe ; but cannot take upon us 
to ſay, that an artful, or cunning Perſon, ſhall not 
make an ill Uſe of the Opportunity here given them, 

more than they may of going to Church, or other in- 
nocent or lawful Aſſembly. But this we will be anſwer- 
able for, That no one ſhall, with our Conſent, or Further- 
ance, carry on any unlawful or clandeſtine Purpoſes, 
under any other Pretext but that of a fair and honourable 

Tranſaction; and this is as much as the moſt prudent, 

circumſpe&, and careful Parent or Guardian can engage. 

For we here repeat it again, That we defire our Office 

to ſubſiſt no longer than it ſhall maintain its Honour, 
and ſtrict Adherence-to the Rules of Decency and So- 
| briety, 
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briety ; from which, whenever we depart, we neither 
aſx, or expect, any Favour from the Public. It may 
poſſibly alſo be aſked, How ſhall I be aſcertained of the 
Truth of ſuch Age, Deſcription, and Circumſtances, 
as regiſtered, ſo as I be not impos'd on ? We anſwer, 
Be not impos'd on ; for this is your own Concern : Ours 
is no more than to open an Opportunity of [nterview, by 
your own Conſent, in order to lay the Foundation of 
farther Satisfaction herein: For the bare meeting, im- 
plies no Neceſſity of your marrying againſt your Liking, 
and Approbation. Therefore if the Age, Deſcription, 
Sc. do not anſwer, you are ſtill at Liberty; your Cu- 
rioſity has been, without Hazard, gratified ; and ſhould 
you not approve, you may, if you pleaſe, complain 
that your Time and Money are thrown away : But we 
cannot help it. For you are to remember, we are ac- 
countable for nothing farther than the Privacy, Decency, 
and Decorum, of ſuch Interview. 


XXIV. 
That any Parent, Uncle, or Brother, ſhall 
be at Liberty to regiſter a Daughter, Niece or 
Siſter, if above the Age of Twenty-one Years, 
provided the private Direction for future Cor- 
reſpondence be to themſelves, _ 


Nete, As our Books are not without Precedents of the Kind 
above ſpecified, we thought it not unadviſeable to ſub- 
Join this additional Article ; for by this Means even the 
Delicacy of a Lady's Inclinations need receive no Em- 
baraſſement from the mere Conſciouſneſs of what is 
ing forwards, till all Preliminaries have been adjuſted 
and ſettled by the Prudence and Management of the Pa- 
rent, the Gentleman's Addreſs recommended to her 
with their Approbation and Conſent, the Marriage ſo- 

| lemnized, and the Huſband himſelf ſhall think proper 

to make the Diſcovery. And tho', under theſe Circum- 

ſtances it might not have mo altogether improper or — 
"2268 er 
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evil Conſequence to have ſuffered and admitted Regiſtries 
of Daughters or Wards of any Age, yet as we would 
avoid as much as poſſible the leſt Appearance of Offence, 
we determine, knowingly to have nothing to do with 
Minors on any Conſideration whatever. 


5 XXV. 
That the Fee for Re. entry be Half a 


Guinea. 


Note, If any Perſon ſhall chuſe to change his or her popular 
Name or Deſcription, or any other Matter or I hing 
copied out in the Books for Inſpection, as Circumſtances 
ſhall alter, ſuch Gentleman or Lady, by Letter authen- 
ticated as above, ſignifying their Pleaſure therein, hall 
be regiſtered and entered over again according to ſuch 
their Directions, by ſending, with the ſaid Letter Half 
a Crown Fee, and their firſt Entry eras'd. And if on 
any Change of Mind, Alteration of Circumſtances, in- 
termediate Cour:ſhip or Marriage, any Perſon ſhall defire 
their Entry to be quite eraſed,” the ſame ſhall be punctu- 
ally complied with, on due Notice given, on both Books, 
without Fee or Reward. But if at any Time after ſuch 
* Eraſure the ſame Perſon ſhall again deſire to be regiſtered 
either a-new or as before, the ſame ſhall be complied 
with for the Fee as in the Article above. | 


Moreover, if any Perſon ſee Cauſe to alter or change 
his or her ſecond Name, Number, or Direction for Cor- 
reſpondence enter'd in the private Book (as ſee Precedent 
and Note, on Art. VII.) by Letter as above, and One Shil- 


| ling Fee therewith, the ſame ſhall be altered or changed as 


required, and obſerved accordingly. 


e e 
That ſuch as thro? the Aid, Aſſiſtance, and 
Interpoſition of our Office ſhall marry, are de- 
5 mY Ps fired 


5 T7 
fired to ſend, together with their Inſtruction 
for the Eraſure of their Names, Deſcriptions, 
Sc. ſome Acknowledgment from either Party 
to each of the ſaid Offices, as a Preſent to the 


| Proprietors, 


Note, This Article we deſire may not be conſidered as any 
Demand we pretend to make, nor is the ſame inſerted 
with any lucrative or ſordid Views ; but as a ſmall Me- 
morial from each in this Caſe would be a particular Sa- 
tisſaction to us; ſo, on the other Hand, the Parties we 
imagine on ſuch Occaſion could not be averſe to ſo ſmall 
an Acknowledgment, as ſome Thing or other of the 

Value of a Crown from each, as a Token of their Ap- 
probation and Encouragement. 


ND thus have we laid before you a Plan 
of our Deſign: And now, how well 
the ſame is calculated for the Service and Ad- 
vantage of thoſe for whom it is intended, muſt 
be ſubmitted to every one's private Judgment, 
We ſay private Judgment, becauſe we are well 
aware, how few there are, of either Sex, who 
will venture to avow their Approbation hereof, 
how much ſoever it might be to their Liking : 
And therefore, as we profeſs ourſelves ſerious 
herein, we have, in this Manner, made our 
Addreſs ſolely to the ſerious Opinion of others, 
before we offered to put our Scheme in Exe- 
cution ; that we might have been well advis'd, 
either how far the ſame was productive of any 
evil, or bad Effects, and fo totally faid aſide; 

or have received any Addition, or Alteration, 
——— | for 
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for the, better and more effectually anſwering 
the Purpoſes hereby intended. But as to the 
whole. Tribe of Bams, Conundrums, Jokes, 
Carawitchits, Witticiſms, ridiculous Alluſions, 
quaint Metaphors, Ironies, Sarcaſms, Bon Mots, 
ruft;, Ribaldry, Scurrility, or, if there be any 
oꝛher Species of ridiculous Buffoonry, by which 
what is ſerious may be turned to Farce; this we 
{hall neither be at the Trouble of anſwering, or 
taking any Notice of ; for we know, already, how 
much the Subject itſelf will be a Temptation to 
Things of this Kind ; and, were we ſo diſpos'd, 
could be as merry, on the Occaſion, as another ; 
and, for Company's, ſake, poſſibly may: But, 
at preſent, we would be willing to paſtpone 
the Dance, till after the Serious Council, For 
nothing, but what has a Caſt of this Kind, 
either public, or private, ſhall meet with a 
ſuitable Regard from us, or grateful Acknow- 
ledgement, 


OBJECTIONS anſwered. 


B now, to put you in mind, once more, 

of our Title-page, and (as we promiſed) to 
take ſome Notice of ſuch Objections as are moſt 
likely to occur, on the firſt Peruſal hereof, — 
This Propoſal we have called Serious, becauſe 
both the Subject, and Predicate, we think, may 
well deſerve ſuch Conſideration ; for a very 
moderate Degree of Obſervation is ſufficient to 
convince any Man of how much Importance it 


E 
is, to his future Happineſs, to make the beſt 
Uſe of his Judgment, and be more than ordi- 
narily careful and ſolicitous, in a Concern that, 
in all human Probability, will be the Founda- 
tion, on which his moſt intereſting Hopes and 
TY in this World, are to reſt. 
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Nor, on the other hand, I ſhould imagine, 
would any Lady be leſs cautious, and circum- 
ſpet, who ſoberly and conſcientiouſly weighs 
and conſiders the Terms and Conditions ſhe 
muſt neceſſarily conſign to, before ſhe can be- 
come a Wife. This Caution, then, I hope, 
will not appear impertinent, to ſuch as ſhall 
duly attend to the real Purpoſe and Intent of 
this Propoſal ; which (as has been hinted before) 
is, as much as poſſibly we have been able, cal- 
culated for the Benefit of ſuch only, of both 
Sexes, of an independent Condition of Life, 
who, lying under any of the Diſadvantages and 
Difficulties mentioned in the Introduction, would 
chuſe a married Life, if they could find fit 
Mate, and to, open to them an Opportunity, 
ON lawful and bonourable Conditions, of judg- 


ing 
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ing for themſelves, how far their reciprocal 
Approbation might juſtify and warrant ſuch 
their Choice, For we have promis'd already, 
and do ſolemnly promiſe again, That no clan- 
deſtine Purpoſes (we mean in the unlawful or 
diſhonobrable Senſe of the Word) ſhall, with 
our Conſent or Privity, receive either Aid, or 
Countenance ; and this is as much as any one 
can undertake; But, leſt this our Propoſal 
ſhould give Alarm to the Parents and Guardians 
of Minors, as being an Encouragement to In- 
trigue, Fortune-bunting, and clandeſtine Mar- 
riage; We think it incumbent on us, for our 
own Sake, to obviate ſuch Imputation ; and, 
for theirs, to anticipate any ſuch Fears, and Ap- 
prehenſibns. bern; r 
And firſt, As to the Buſineſs of Intrigue, 
either as to Minors, or others; no End, we 
think, of this Sort, can well be anſwered : For 
if ſuch Intrigue be already begun; ſurely, under 
the Caution and Circumſtances here preſcribed, 
for each . Interview, a Meeting of this Kind 
mult be the moſt improper in the World for 
any criminal Purpoſes ; where neither Oppor- 
tunities or Conveniencies are, in the leaſt, ap- 
polite : And ſuch Perſons muſt have as little 
Invention, as Diſcretion, to chuſe to be at this 
Expence, to meet on ſuch Occaſion, under ſuch 


untoward Circumſtances, Beſides, what Pre- 
ſumption is there that our Guard, who is a 
perfect Stranger to both Parties, is to be truſted 
berein ? For we are well aware, that none — 

| offer 


1 
offer at this fooliſh Experiment, but for the 
oſtentatious Brag of publiſhing the ſame; 
which, we muſt know, can do no great Credit 
to our Office, or the Houſe of Interview ; and 
therefore, on mere lucrative Conſiderations, 
would not be very prudent in us to counte- 
nance. So that, in this reſpect, where an In- 
trigue has already proceeded to any criminal F a 
miliarities, it is manifeſt we ſhould apprehend 
to be neither for the Convenience of the Parties, 
nor for our great Emolument, to be either aid- 
ing, privy, or conſenting to the fame. 

But may not this ſame Office be made a 
means of forwarding an Intrigue, by ſuch an 
Opportunity of meeting, and agrecing on fade 
ſequent Criminalities ? 

No doubt but it may; and ſo, alſo, may the 
moſt innocent Place in the. World: But if che 
Parties are already come to ſo good an Under- 
ſtanding, and the Lady be prepared to give a 
Meeting for this Intent ; we ſhould recommend. 
it to them, not to be at this unneceſſary Ex- 
pence, or fooliſh Delay: For, for the ſame Mo- 
ney, at many well-known Houſes, i in this Town, 
they may be much more conveniently accom- 
modated ; and, we dare ſay, much better to 
their Liking, for any ſuch kind of Purpoſes. 

But ſtill an Intrigue may be begun, by this 
means. 

It may be ſo, ttis true; ſo, alſo, it may, in 
your own Houſe, or Garden, at School, at 
Church, and where not? And, if your Dau ghter 


be 


( 60 ] 

be a Girl of this Caſt, we know of no Place 
ſafe. But a very willing Laſs, indeed, ſhe muſt 
be, and have a more than ordinary extenſive 
Genius, and exceeding general Turn to Amour, 
and Gallantry, who could think of being at 
this Trouble, and Expence, to meet a perfect 
Stranger, for this Purpoſe. And ſuch an one 
would do well to conſider, whether, amongſt 
her Father's own Domeſtics, there might not 
be a Perſon well enough ſuited to theſe Pur- 
poſes, before the tries ſuch a Scheme as this; 
where the Gentleman, ſhe may chance to meet, 
might be ſuppos'd to come with other, and 
more ſober Intentions ; and then, poſſibly, may 
have too much Honour, and Decency, not to 
be ſhock'd, and diſpuſted, with ſuch a very for- 
ward Spirit. Therefore, in this Caſe, we are 
fure the public Streets would be feund_te” be 
the much more obvious Rendezvous. 

And now, on theſe Conſiderations, and many 
ethers that very naturally occur hereon, we 
imagine, any candid and judicious Perfon muſt 
acknowledge, That this Propoſal is but auk- 
wardly contrived, either for the Beginnings, 
Proſecution, or Concluſion, of mere Intrigue, 
or Gallantry. 

It might be granted, perhaps, that our Pro- 
poſal is not contrived or intended for the pro- 
moting of mere Intrigue and Gallantry ; but 


ſtill there is another Kind of Intrigue, tho' not 
ſo criminal, yet no leſs unlawful, and perni- 


cious, than the other; and that is, the _— 
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and taking away young Women of Condition 
and Fortune, under Age, and marrying them 
without the Conſent of Parents, and Guardians; 
to the great Vexation and Uneaſineſs of theit 
Friends and Families: And this Sort of In- 
trigue, ſuch Office as here propos'd, might 
poſſibly be an Encouragement to. _ 

This Objection, we truſt, is fairly put; and 
we hope as fairly to anſwer: And therefore 
ſuch Intrigue, as here ſpecified, muſt be con- 
ſidered either as already begun with ſome parti- 
cular Perſon, or intended to be ſo. If the 
firſt, then, certainly, the ſame Opportunities 
that gave Riſe thereto, might, one may reaſon- 
ably imagine, be made a means of continuing 
it, without any ſuch expenſive, dilatory, and 
round-about Way, as for Two Perſons to re- 
giſter themſelves, by Conſent and Agreement, 
for the Sake only of two ſhort Interviews, at 
molt ; for we allow no more: And as to Cor- 
reſpondence by Letter, where Parties are al- 
ready ſo well acquainted, they need not, ſurely, 
want our Interpoſition, or Aſſiſtance, in the 
Direction of their Billets Doux. 

But ſuppoſe this Intrigue in a manner begun, 
indeed, and the Parties want only an Interview, 
to agree on the Method of running away to- 
gether ; for which Purpoſe, one or two Meet- 
ings, at moſt, may be ſufficient ; and then this 
Office will very conveniently furniſh out theſe. 

Such, we do nor deny, but it may be made 
to. furniſh, but not ſo very conveniently ; For 


if 
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if ofr young Lady be ſo much- her own Mi- 
ſtreſs, as to go Abroad alone, when and where 
ſhe pleaſes ; her Inclinations, ſo thoroughly en- 
gaged, and Matters have already proceeded to 
this Length ; both ſhe, and her Paramour, 
muſt be very poor Contrivers, indeed, to be 
forced to be at this Trouble, when a very mo- 
derate Degree of Engliſh Invention cannot but 
ſupply them with — more frequent, conve- 
nient, expeditious, and leſs expenſive Oppor- 
tunities, for this 'Purpoſe, than any our Office 
can furniſh out. | 

But, ſtill, a young Gil may, by this means, 
look over the Liſt, and have an Opportunity of 
meeting with any Man whoſe Deſcription ſhe 
likes ; if ſhe will — for that Purpoſe, regiſter 
kerſelf of Age; —_ fo begin an . of this 
Kind. 

She may ſo, we agree; but this we appre- 
hend, is not very likely the ſhould do: For 
young Ladies, under T utelage, very ſeldom 
conſider the Affair of Marriage in fo abſtracted. 
a View ; unleſs, by the Tyranny of Parents, or 
Guardians, their Lives are rendered miſerable, 
or they are in a Way of being forced into a 

Marriage odious to them : And then, truly, in 
fuch Caſe, ſhe may think of flying for Refuge 
and Protection, to any mere Stranger that will 
take her, But as this Objection begins at Home, 
were the ſame to — we hold ourſelves in- 


tirely exculpated. 
Ar Thus 
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Thus have we, in ſome Degree, anſwered all 
the Objections that can, we apprehend, offer on 
the ſcore of Intrigue, of either Kind: For we 
could, indeed, in ſuch our Anſwers, have been 
much more explicit, and full, but that, we truſt, 
enough has been already faid, on each, to fug- 
peſt, to any judicious and conſiderate Perſon, a 
ſufficient Apology for our Propoſal, in this 
reſpect. X 

But, now, be it remembered, that what we 
have here offered ie, principally, with regard 
to' Minors ; for as to ſuch Perfons, of either Sex, 
who, by the Laws of this Land, are fur Juris, 
and in a State of Emancipation ; we think it 
not at all incumbent on us to make any other 

Apology, or Addreſs, than what has been hinted 
above ; that they be careſul, and circumſpect, 
and duly conſider what they are about to do: 
For where the parental authoritative Conſent 
ceaſes, which, by our Engliſh Laws, it does at 
the Age of Twenty one, the Rule then is, 
Matrimonia debent ef libera, & non pendere ex 
alieno arbitrio. 

From what has been here faid, we ſhould be 
very ſorry to be miſunderſtood as recommend- 
ing or encouraging a rebellious Defiance, or 
headſtrong Oppoſition, in Perſons of any Age, 
oc Condition, whatever ; for we- are well ap- 
priſed, in a Matter of ſo much Importance as 
that of Marriage, how much our own Duty, 
and their natural Rights, require that Parents 
ſhould be made acquainted, and conſulted ; 


and, 
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and, no doubt, great Defetence is due to fach, 
their Advice, and Judgment, herein: But, ſtill, 
where both the Laws of God and our Country 
permit us a free Choice, and are ready, with al 
their Power, Sanction, and Authority, to con- 
firm and ſtrengthen the ſame ; I can never com- 
prehend a Duty, or Neceſſity, from other than 
mere lucrative Ends, of implicitely ſubmitting 
my Election to be determined by the ſordid or 
capricious Views of any Perſon whatever: For 
Advice and Conſultation, according to our Ideas, 
implies neither authoritative Force, nor corre 
Prohibition. 

But as this is a Subject we may, poſſibly, 
treat more at large, on another Occaſion ; we 
ſhall proceed no further, at preſent; but take 
Notice only of two Objections more, relating 
our Propoſal, and then ſubmit the whole to 
your ſerious Conſideration. 

It may be ſaid, perhaps, That the Office will, 
without doubt, take particular Care, that no 
Gentleman, or Lady, be balked of an Inter- 
vier: For that, if a real Perſon ſhould be 
wanting, it can caily furniſh out a ſham one, 
of their own procuring, of either Sex, to ſup- 
ply ſuch Occaſion ; rather than the Party ſhall 
be diſappointed. 

If the Sham, here objected, could be of any 
Advantage to the Office, we grant it would be 
neceſſary for us to give ſome Security, that no 
ſuch foul Proceedings ſhould be had: But, where 


nothing is to be got by it, we ſurely, are Fn 
fu 


him 
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ſuch impolitic Fools, either to run the Riſque of 


blowing ourſelves up, by the Diſcovery ;. or be 


at this Trouble for a mere fruitleſs Vagary. 
For if any one will once again turn to Article 
XX. they will caſily be ſatisfied, that the Fees 
to the Office cannot well be more than One of 
the Half-Guineas given, on ſuch Interview; as 
the Fees to our Guard, and Hoſe, will go 
pretty deep in the other: And, when they 
are both paid, what great Profit, or Advantage, 
will acrue tq us, by -procuring a ſham Perſon, 
to. pay us back our own Half-Guinea, which 
we muſt be ſuppos'd neceſſarily to ſupply them 
with, for the Occaſion ; or put ourſelves in- 
ticely ! in the Power of our Guard, by making 
privy to the Cheat? | 
But tho! this Sham might not anſwer. to the 
Office, frequently repeated; yet, in its Infancy, 
and at firſt ſetting out, it may not be impolitic 
to try this Experiment, by way of Decoy, to 
draw in others. | 
I our Office was of that Nature to be puff d 
in the public Papers, and we could advertiſe 
our great Buſineſs, and Succeſs herein; it might 
not be amiſs ; But our Caſe is otherwiſe : For 
Taciturmiy, Reputation, and Privacy, we ima- 
gine to be our moſt prudent Method; neither 
do we know, at preſent, any better Manner of 
recommending ourſelves. Therefore, in this 
reſpect, it would not, we apprehend, anſwer 
our End, at firſt ſetting out, more, than if we 
were ever ſo well eſtabliſhed, and had no need 
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of any ſuch Expedient. And, for this Reaſon, 


it may not be improper, in this Place, once for 


all, previouſly to admoniſh every Perſon, into 
whoſe Hands this Propoſal may come, That 
whatever Advertiſements, or Puffs, of this Kind, 
ſhall hereafter be found, in any of the Papers 
(for ſuch may be inſerted), we abſolutely re- 
nounce, and diſclaim. For our Addreſs, as has 
been before obſerved, is altogether made to the 
private Judgment and Approbation of Indivi- 
duals; and by ſuch, only, it is, that our Office 
muſt ſtand, or fall. | 


But now, to this ſame formidable Oz j c- 
TION mentioned in the Preface, which, if we 
ſhall be thought to have treated in a Manner 
not quite ſo ſerious as the others, the Reader 
will be pleaſed to put to the Account of the 
Subject itſelf, which is of too volatile and ca- 
pricious a Natute to be compriſed within the 
ſimple Rules of plain Reaſoning, and too vague 
and indeterminate for the Quadrature of Ety- 
mology, Categorie, Hypotheſis, or Syllogiſm. 

And thus then it ſtands, 

That there is, it ſeems a certain Thing call'd 
DerLicacy, which is an unſurmountable Ob- 
jection to a Lady's ſo much as acknowledging, 
to her own Heart, that ſhe is free from all ma- 
trimonial Engagements, and ſhould like to 
marry a Gentleman to whom ſhe has no Objec- 
tion: And farther, that tho' ſhe ſhould have 

been ſo inadvertently indelicate, as to have made 


( 67 ] 
this Acknowledgement, yet the Shock her De- 
licacy muſt receive from an Interview with ſuch 
Gentleman, to whoſe Deſcription, Circum- 
ſtances, or Addreſs, ſhe has no Objection, is ſtill 
ſuch an Obje&ion in the way of her Delicacy, 
that her very DELIcAcx is an Obje#1on to the 
No. obyection. 

And now if this be not the real Force of the 
O j io, let any one try his Talents and 
ſee what more he can make of it. For, 

Firſt, it is obvious, we ſhould imagine, to 
the meaneſt Underſtanding, that the bare Entry 
implies no more, than that there is a Lady re- 
giſtered by ſuch a name, who is at that Time 
under no matrimonial Engagements, and, if 
addreſſed by a Gentleman to whom ſhe has ro 
Objection, might, by carneſt and ardent Soli- 
citation be perſuaded to do the fame Thing that 
her indelicate Mother did before her. 

Secondly, That the Buſineſs is fo contrived, 
that no Perſon in the World beſides herſelf need 
ever know that it is ſhe who made this indelicate 
Declaration. 8 0 

Thirdly, That ſhe is not under the leaſt Ne- 
ceffity of receiving the perſonal Addreſs of any 
Gentleman to whoſe Deſcription, Circum- 
ſtances, or Behaviour, her Prudence or Judg- 
ment have any Objection whatever. 

Fourthly, That tho' her Inde/rcacy ſhould 
have carried her ſo far as an Interview, yet is 
there even then no Neceſſity that ſuch Gentle= 
man, or any other GP Earth, ſhould 
1 2 - be 
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be made acquainted who this indelicate Crea- 
ture is, or whence ſhe comes, unleſs herſelf be 
pleaſed to make. the Diſcovery. | 

Fifchly, That ſhould ſhe even, diſcover her- 
ſelf, ſhe {till may be ſure this delicate Objection 
can never come from a Gentleman that has re- 
giſtered himſelf and intreats the Interview, un- 
leſs he be a Man from the Antipodes, who 
ſhould propoſe an Event diametrically, oppoſite 
to the Drift of his own Propoſal. 

But there are certain Privileges. the Engl iſh 
Ladies have been in Poſſcſſion of ever ſince the 
Reſtoration, which may be in Danger, we 
own, of ſuffering ſore ſmall Abridgement from 
the Proceeding we have here recommended: 
For amongſt the many other invaluable. Bleſ- 
ſings received by the good People of England 
in general, from that ever memorable and happy 
Event, there is none that demands our unfeign'd 
Acknowledgements, more than that new Im- 
portation of French Sincerity, which fo provi- 
dentially freed our Women from the Reſtraint 
and Diſguiſe they were, before that time, from 
the Narrowneſs of Education, obliged to lay on 
their Behaviour and Depottment in their Inter- 
courſe and Tranſactions with. Men: Whereas 
now, under the Sanction of the Words Gal. 
lantry, Politeneſi, and Delicateſſe, have they 
obtained that ineſtimable Prerogative of exem- 
plifying as much Ignorance, Affectation, Levi- 
ty, Hypocriſy and Pride, as their free and un- 


controul d Hearts can wiſh, without the leaſt 
a Im- 
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Imputation on their Education, Honour, Con- 
ſtancy, Modeſty, Truth or Underſtanding. Add 
hereto, moreover, that other bleſſed Turn in 
the Conſtitution of our Affairs, of ever glorious 
and immortal Memory, by the auſpicious In- 
fluence of which they have conceived fo clear 
and commendable an Idea of ſeparate and inde- 
pendent Intereſt and Property, and have like- 
wiſe acquired ſo much more liberal and free a 
way of thinking, talking, and acting, in point 
of religious Matters than was ever ſo much as 
dreamt of by their fimple Great-Grandmothers : 
And for the Glory of the Engh/þ Nation might 
we venture to affirm, that within no more than 
three Pariſhes in one ſmall Part of this great 
City; there may doubtleſs be found a conſider- 
able Number of young Ladies, every one of 
whom is as compleatly qualified to make a 
genteel Figure in the World as the accompliſh'd 
Ceopatra, and as free from Bigetry and Super- 
fiition as a Dutch Conſul at Tapan. 

But now, becauſe. we would not ſeem to 
exult and carry all before us, as if we thought 
our Scheme and Propoſal beyond Contradiction 
perfect and compleat, have we ſubjoin'd certain 
irrefragable Objections that ſeem moſt naturally 
to ariſe from the Subject now before us; which, 
however nugatory they may appear to the Reac- 
er's Apprehenſion, will yet, we make no doubt, 
find ſome Capacities and Underſlandings we'l 
enough adapted to their Weight and Solidity : 
For the ſame Penetration that could ſo ingeni- 
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e. 
ouſly diſcover the Inanity, Wickedneſs, and 
Paralogiſm of our more ſerious Intentions, will, 
without Diſpute, recognize and acknowledge 
the Gravity, Truth, and Importance of the 
following Obſervations. 

Fir ſt then, there are, we own, two very un- 
toward Circumſtances attending the Proceedings 
of this Office of ours, the Barbarity of which 
are by no means correſpondent to the Delicacy 
and Politeneſs of a faſhionable Education The 
one is, that in ordet to the very entering, there 
ſeems to be a Kind of Neceſſity that a Lady 
ſhould be in ſome ſmall Degree able to write 
and read ; and if ſhe propoſes to herſelf any End 
from ſuch Entry, the Correſpondence neceſſary 
thereto will render this barbarous Faculty till 
more expedient, and lay her under this ſad Di- 
lemma—either to acknowledge under her own 
Hand that her Education has been more illiberal, 


vulgar, and mechanical than is ſuitable to the 


Figure in Life ſhe would chuſe to maintain---- 
or to be forced on ſuch Emergency to call in 
Aid, her Woman, Milliner, Mantua-maker, 
or Laundrefs as het Amanuenſis----The other 
is, that it is required ſhe ſkould acknowledge 


| herſelf above the Age of One and Twenty: 


And here again is an inſurmountable Difficulty, 
for no polite and well-bred young Lady was 


ever known to arrive at that Age, till ſhe was 
compelled to ſuch Diſgraccia by the Moroſe- 


neſs of a Huſband, or the Ruſticity of an Un- 
tertaker. 


Again, 
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Again---As the Fame of every Lady's rare 
Beauty and Endowments is ſuppoſed to have 
been ſpread over the Face of the whole 
habitable World, by the Time ſhe is Eighteen 
Years of Age, the declaring herſelf in this 


Manner under no particular Engagement when 
turn'd of One and Twenty, is either an Impli- 
cation againſt the very Suppoſition itſelf which 
the known Truth of the Fact will abſolutely 
contradict, or a tacit Confeſſion that all the 
Princes of the Earth have not as yet been on 
their Knees to ſolicite her Conſent in Marriage; 
both which things her Delicacy ſhould by no 
means admit. & 
Again---By this Scheme of ours a Lady is in 
a Manner made to diſpenſe with thoſe Teaz- 
ings, Vexings, Danglings, Doubts, Diſappoint- 
ments and Anxieties which her Delicacy holds 
her under an indiſpenſable Neceſſity of exacting 
from every Man who may be but ſuſpected of 
any matrimonial Intentions towards her, before 
it ſhould let her even give him Leave to explain 
Himſelf on fo indelicate a Subject. Nor indeed 
afterwards can ſhe ſo conveniently inculcate adue 
Senſe of his own Nothingneſs and Infignificancy : 
nor ſhew how heartily he has her Contempt 
by making him the Subject of her own refined 
Wit, and the Ridicule and Laughing-ſtock of + 
her whole Acquaintance, before ſhe does him 
the ineſtimable Honour of her Alliance. 
Again By our Manner of going on, the 
Parties proceed too directly and precipitately to 
| Buſi- 
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Buſineſs, which Delicacy ever did and will ab- 
hor as the loweſt and moſt mechanical Thing 
upon Earth; and therefore is it that a thorough 
well-bred faſhionable Woman is ſuppoſed never 
to underſtand herſelf married till it has been 
properly explain'd to her by a Proceſs from 
Doctor's Commons, or a Ca. Sa. on the Move- 
ables of her Huſband's Houſe. 


Again Inaſmuch as Marriage itſelf is is at this 


time grown into ſuch Diſrepute even amongſt 
ſome of the more-grave and reverend Part of 


Mankind, that à ſerous Propaſal for promoting 


it has been treated as a Thing no leſs prepoſte- 
rous and abſurd than the ſetting on Foot an 
open and public Bawdy-houſe; and amongſt 
the more faſhionable and polite as a thing they 
are heartily aſhamed of, if one may judge from 
their Carriage and Behaviour to each other, and 
the Pains and Study they reciprocally take to 
provide and maintain as much as poſſible their 
Intereſts, Acquaintance, and Attachments in- 

tirely ſcparate and apart; any Intimation from 
a Lady that ſhe ſhould chuſe a married Life, 
muſt therefore argue the greateſt Want of Taſte 


and Delicacy imaginable, unleſs at the ſame time 


{he were to acknowledge it her moſt convenient 
Method of proſecuting the Affair of Intrigue.and 


'Gallantry with more es and lels Re- 


ſerve. 


Again 
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- Again---Should a Lady, from an ill Run at 
Cards, a ſudden bad Digeſtion, or for the Conve 
nience of more freely and commodiouſly admit- 
ting a Friend to her Toilette, fo far diſpenſe 
with the Faſhion of the World, as for the Honour 
of her Family to determine on a married Life, 
in ſuch Caſe the method here propoſed, no one, 
we hope, will think us mad enough to recom- 
mend; for firſt the Huſband ſhe is moſt likely 
to encounter, by means of the Office, proceed- 
ing probably upon a different Syſtem, and not 
much accuſtom'd to the abſtract and tranſcen- 
dental Eſſences of Things, might peradventure 
not ſo readily conceive the Diſtinction between 
Gaming and Gambling, and by a Confuſion of 
Ideas commit fo fatal a Faux-pas in the Diſcharge 
of a trifling Sum as to make it inconvenient for 
his Lady to be ſeen in good Company ever after: 
Might, in the ſecond Place, from either a total 
Want of DeFcacy, or an impertinent Solicitation 
for his Wife's Health, intrude himſelf into 
Matters in which he never had the leaſt Con- 
cern ; and in the laſt Reſpect might poſſibly be 
indelicate enough not properly to conſider the 
Indecorum of ſtalking into his Lady's Dreſſing- 
room without due Notice given, or firſt ſend- 
ing proper Compliments for Leave to be ad- 
mitted; which are all ſo many Things directly 
againſt the canon Laws of Delicacy and Polite- 
neſs. _ 3 Ps. 
But there is one Objection more againſt- our 
Office we confeſs beyond our Power to obviate, 
ET: * --- ol 
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and was this our Scheme generally to taks 
Place, would, we acknowledge, deprive the 
Ladies the oreateſt, nay, for ought we know, 
the only Pleaſure and Satisfaction the delicate,” 
polite, and well-bred amongſt them are capable 
of receiving from the Addrefles of a Lover, and 
for the ſole Purpoſe of which, they are many 
of them, we doubt not, prevailed upon to con- 
deſcend a favourable Reception, namely, that 
higheſt of all high Enjoyments which ariſes. 
from the certain Knowledge a young Lady 
has, of being the Cauſe of ſome other Woman's 
greateſt Diſappointment and Vexation, 


k 
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And therefore, on theſe and many more 


Conſiderations of the like Nature we could enu- 


merate,. unleſs a Lady could fo far prevail on 


her Delicacy as not to be ſhock d at the 


lite Appearance of naked and undiſguiſed 


Truth; could convert the Principles of a faſhion. 


able Education, into the artleſs and homeſpun 


the Vivacity of her Spirit by the irkſome Con- 
fideration of matrimonial Duty and Obedience 

could by the uncouth Doctrine of Humility = 
Meekneſs, abate a little of that becoming Pride 
and Self-cfteem ſo neceſſary an Embelliſhment 
in a fine Lady's Deportment and Behaviour ; 


could be contented to exchange the Douceurs of 


free and upconſtrain'd Licence and Indepen- 
dence, for the dull, taſteleſs, and inſipid Con- 
cerus of domeflic Life ; 3 there are, we muſt 


be 


Precepts of Plaineſs and Sim plicity ; could curb 
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be forced after all to acknowledge, ſtill remain- | 
ing theſe, unanſwerable CS f * her 1 
regiſtering in our Office. * 
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a TTHE ProprItETORs of the ſerious PRo- 
Ml POSAL for- promoting lawful and honour- 
1 able MAR RIAOGE, give this Notice, that the 
13 


Regiſter Liſts of both Gentlemen and Ladies 
being now compleat for Inſpection, according 
to the Terms of the above mention'd PRxopo- 
SAL, any Gentleman or Lady, as well not re- 
gifter'd As regiſter d, may, for one Shilling, 
vie y the fame at their reſpective Offices, vi 
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; Tube Gentlemen may view the Ladies. Liſt at 
he the Gentlemen's Office, Neucaſtle-Court, Tem- 
7 ple-Bar; and the Ladies, the Gentlemen's Liſt, 
* at the Ladies Office, St. Martin's: lreet, Lei- 
5 ceſter Fields, every Monday, Wedueſday, and 
2 Friday, from Eleven till Two in the Forenoon, 


* 


and Five to Eight in the Afternoon. 


* 


* 
r 
n N 
: LY" £ | 7 
* o 
* 


At che ſame Offices, and within the au 
Hours, proper Regiſtrars conſtantly attend as 
vival every Tueſday, Thurſday, and Saturday, 
to receive Letters of Deſcription, and make. 
proper 3 8 and liver C n. of the 
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